
 

 

Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Team	Ministry	

VIRAL	BULLETIN	
29	March	2020																																																	5th	Sunday	of	Lent	

	

Welcome	to	the	first	issue	of	our	Viral	Bulletin,	which	will	be	replacing	the	
Newsletter	for	the	time	being.		Please	forward	this	to	anyone	you	know	who	
might	not	be	in	our	Google	group.		For	links	to	information	and	worship	during	

the	coronavirus	restrictions	please	visit:		www.northburychurches.org.uk							
																																				

	
In	this	issue:	

	

Mark	Haworth:			Thanksgiving		*		Prayer	for	a	Pandemic			
Laura's	sermon	for	today		*		Praying	Together	for	April					

From	the	registers:		March	



 

 

			 	
St	Mary's	Long	Wittenham	

Dear	friends			
	
THANKSGIVING		

	
I	am	writing	this	to	you	the	day	after	the	removal	lorries	have	departed	from	my	new	vicarage	in	
Oxfordshire,	feeling	the	pain	of	parting	after	nearly	7	years,	but	am	also	very	conscious	that	it	is	
the	turning	points	in	our	lives	that	elicit	the	emotions	that	have	been	so	evidently	expressed,	and	
if	I	may	say	so,	pleasingly	received!		The	numbers	of	folk	who	turned	out	for	my	official	farewell	
service	at	St	Johns	on	March	8th,	and	those	who	came	to	all	the	services	on	my	last	Sunday	across	
the	team	(15th	March)	bear	testimony	to	the	love	of	God	working	in	all	our	lives.		How	can	I	ever	
thank	you	enough	for	all	that	warmth	and	love?	
	
Now	I	begin	again,	 in	 the	5	villages,	4	churches	and	3	parishes	of	 the	Bridge	Group	for	which	I	
have	 ‘vicarly’	 responsibility	 within	 the	 14	 parish	 Dorchester	 Team	Ministry	 in	 the	 diocese	 of	
Oxford.	 	The	bicycle	 should	again	be	much	 in	use,	 as	my	patch	 is	 a	good	deal	 smaller	 than	 the	
team	here,	where	on	a	half-time	basis	(on	average	2	days	plus	Sunday)		I	am	the	parish	priest.	I	
hope	 to	 be	 singing	 here	 a	 good	 deal	 more	 than	 time	 has	 permitted	 in	 Bury	 despite	my	 early	
optimism,	and	principally	at	Dorchester	Abbey.	
	
On	 top	of	 all	 this,	we	have	been	overtaken	by	 the	world-wide	 virus	pandemic	 and	 church	 and	
parish	 life	 is	 very	 much	 ‘on	 hold’	 for	 all	 of	 us,	 though	 the	 prayers	 of	 the	 Church	 are	 being	
maintained	 in	 innovative	 ways	 for	 those	 who	 can	 access	 ‘live-streaming’.	 	 Here	 I	 am	 being	
licensed	at	a	simple	ceremony	 ‘behind	closed	doors’	 in	Dorchester	Abbey	on	March	31st	as	was	
originally	 planned,	 but	 now	 without	 a	 congregation,	 and	 Holy	 Week	 &	 Easter	 will	 feel	 very	
different	 for	 us	 all,	 as	 it	 doesn’t	 look	 as	 if	 things	 will	 return	 to	 anything	 like	 normality	 until	
perhaps	 July,	 pray	 God.	 Let’s	 hope	 the	 efforts	 being	made	 by	 everyone	 enable	 that	 date	 to	 be	
improved	upon.	
	
I	 hope	 and	 pray	 that	 you	will	 continue	 to	 hold	 everything	 together	 as	 you	 await	 a	 new	 team	
rector,	and	then	a	new	team	vicar,	as	not	only	 I	but	also	Matt	&	Laura	Selman	move	 in	 June	to	
their	new	posts	in	the	Sidmouth	Team	in	the	diocese	of	Exeter.		We	wish	them	well	on	this	next	
stage	of	their	journey.	
	
Mindful	of	both	Jesus’	time	of	testing	in	the	wilderness,	and	Noah’s	self-isolation	with	his	family	
on	 the	Ark,	which	both	 surely	 resonate	 so	 forcibly	with	 the	exigencies	of	 the	present	moment,	
this	Easter,	may	the	Risen	Christ	fill	you	with	his	Love	as	never	before.	
	
I	 will	 be	 always	 glad	 to	 hear	 news	 of	 you	 all,	 and	 hope	 you	might	 venture	 down	 here	 in	 the	
months	to	come,	but	meanwhile	every	blessing	to	you	and	your	family	and	friends,	
	
Yours,		Mark																																									

The	Vicarage,	High	Street,	Long	Wittenham,	Oxon	OX	14	4QQ	
mhaworth50@hotmail.com	

	



 

 

	

 
 

 
 With thanks to Bury St Edmunds Quakers and Angela Corrie 

 



 

 

Sermon for Sunday 29th March 2020            
The Revd Laura Selman 

Ezekiel 37:1-14, John 11:1-45 
 

Today marks the 5th Sunday of Lent. 
 

If Lent is a season of things being given up and stripped away,  
then Lockdown Week One is like Lent in overdrive! 
 

We have given up (or had taken away from us depending on how you look at it): 
• Gathering for worship 
• Meeting up with friends 
• Going to school 
• Being with family 
• Travelling 
• Holidays (for those of you who had them planned) 
• Shopping 
• Going to the cinema, theatre, restaurants, cafes, art galleries etc. 
• Day trips anywhere 
• Being able to buy pasta or flour.  Anywhere. 
• The list goes on… 
 

We have had stripped away much of what we do for entertainment and enjoyment. 
 

If many of the things which enrich our lives have temporarily vanished, albeit for very 
good reason, how will we as Christians hold fast to the fullness of life promised in 
Christ? 
 

 What does it mean to believe Jesus when he declares in John 11:25  
 ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  
 Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,  
 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  
 Do you believe this?’ 
 
 I wonder how you would answer Jesus’ ‘do you believe this?’ this morning? 
 

 In a week in which thousands have died from Covid-19 in Europe alone. 
 

 In a week in which our government has taken unprecedented measures to curtail our 
 freedom for the protection of some of the most vulnerable and so as not to 
 overwhelm our health and emergency services. 
 

 In a week which has seen our churches locked and all forms of gathering banned. 
 

 I ask because what we believe matters. 
 

 Because what we believe determines how we live and shapes what we think. 
 



 

 

 The beating heart of the Christian faith is the life, 
 death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 
 The Gospels are full of the stories of Jesus’ life. 
 

 And as we journey towards Easter we will soon be entering into the Passion  
 – Christ’s death on the cross. 
 

 But what Mary and Martha long for, what God invites all of us to, is resurrection. 
 

 The breath of God breathed into dry bones that they may live again. 
 
 Sometimes that resurrection is a physical, bodily miracle - the loss and death and 
 despair of Good Friday WILL be replaced by the joy and life and wonder of the 
 Resurrection.   
 

 But what if resurrection were also a daily, lived experience  
 that we could believe in and be shaped by?  
 

 Because I think that if we believe in that kind of resurrection, even if only a tiny bit, 
 even if only on good days.  Or if we are willing to try and believe it, even, perhaps 
 especially, in difficult times like these, then I think we might each find an invitation  
 in the story of Lazarus’ rising … 
 

 But first, did you notice that when Jesus commands the stone be rolled away  
 even Martha, Lazarus’ faithful, grieving sister hesitates.  
 She knows that her brother is dead and his body will have begun to decompose  
 by now, ‘he has been dead four days’ she says.  
 This is physical, hopeless death in all its gruesome reality.  
 

 But Jesus is clear  
 ‘did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’    
 The stone is rolled away.  Jesus prays and then commands Lazarus to ‘come out’.  
 And to a crowd that we might imagine is a combination of awed silence,  
 shocked gasps and heartfelt cries, out walks a hitherto dead man,  
 still covered in strips of burial cloth.  
 

 Incredible though it no-doubt was, it’s also a bit strange.   
 Strange because a man just came back to life, but also strange  
 that Jesus alludes to this image of a person walking out of a cave in his burial clothes  
 as an image of the glory of God. 
 

 Because if we’re honest, most of us, when imagining the glory of God                                        
 go for rather more ‘conventionally glorious’ scenes I suspect.  
 You know, bright lights, angelic song, thrones, that sort of thing.  
 We don’t think of the walking until-very-recently dead as glorious  
 – so why does Jesus? 
 



 

 

 I think the answer tells us something very important about God     
 and God’s invitation to each of us.  
 I think it is found, at least in part, in the oft-quoted words of Saint Irenaeus,  
 the 2nd century church father who wrote that  
 ‘The Glory of God is a human person fully alive’.  
 

 I wonder if Jesus is suggesting to his audience that the raising of Lazarus  
 is an image of the glory of God because it is the bringing of life to a person.  
 It is a movement from death to life.   
 And that bringing life and calling us away from death is central to who God is.  
 

 I want to suggest that resurrection is not just a thing that we hope for after death.  
 I think we are invited to move from death to life in all manner of ways, all the time. 
 I think Jesus stands before us and invites us to ‘come out’  
 from the things that sometimes trap us and deny us the life of abundance  
 Christ speaks of in the previous chapter in John.  
 

 As we settle into this season of social-distancing and self-isolating  
 there is an opportunity to take time and space to reflect on what we have lost,  
 what we long for and what we need.  To wait upon God for those things.  
 To hold those in prayer who we know are also in need  
 of God’s love, protection or healing.  
 

 But there is also an opportunity to ask ourselves, in these last days of Lent  
 – what do I need to walk away from?  
 What habits do I want to see die in order that I might live more fully?  
 Where is God bidding each of us to believe and be changed? 
 

 The abundant life Christ calls us to is the one  
 in which we become more fully ourselves.  
 Funny, beautiful, wounded, gifted children,  
 made in the image of our God who stands before us,  
 like Jesus before the tomb,  
 and invites us to walk from death to life  
 again and again and again to the glory of God.   
 AMEN. 
 
 

FROM	THE	REGISTERS	in	MARCH	
Funerals	and	Memorial	Services	
2	March	...........	John	Robert	Buckmaster...................West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
7	March	...........	Memorial	Service	for	Peter	Scott	.........................	All	Saints	Bury	
19	March	........	Patricia	Mary	Adams.........................................	Fornham	All	Saints	
27	March	........	John	William	Stacey..................................................	Culford	St	Mary	
 



 

 

Praying Together ~ April 2020 
 

Please use this leaflet in your prayers.  
We pray for our churches and the communities we serve at this time. 

 

Keep us, good Lord, �under the shadow of your mercy 
�in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
�Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, � 

and lift up all who are brought low; � 
that we may rejoice in your comfort  

�knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. �  Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, � you taught us to love our neighbour  
and to care for those in need � as if we were caring for you. 
�In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful,  

to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated � 
of our love, and your love, �  

for your name’s sake. �  Amen. 
 

For the wider community and church - April 
1 W Homeless people  
2  T Tayfen House & Britannia House  
3  F All who work in and visit the King’s Forest     
4  S   All who walk on the Lark Valley Path and St Edmunds Way 
  

5  S  Lark Valley farms   
6  M   All Saints’ Church, Wordwell (Churches Conservation Trust) 
7  T  All who live in Wordwell  
8  W Moseley’s Farm Business Centre    
9  T All who live in Fornham St Genevieve     
10 F  Hall Farm Business Park  
11 S Park Farm Business Centre 
  

12 S That the resurrection of Christ may be more widely known  
13 M  All who visit our churches as tourists 
14 T  All who have been baptized or married recently in our churches 
15 W All whose funerals have taken place recently in our churches   
16 T  All who mourn   
17 F  West Stow Country Park & Kings Forest Caravan Park  
18 S  West Stow Club 
   

19 S  St Mary’s Church, West Stow  
20 M  Growing in God worship, work & witness at West Stow 
21 T All who live in West Stow  
22 W  Sports clubs & golf courses  



 

 

23 T  Fullers Mill Garden; Chimney Mills Gallery  
24 F The Suffolk Wildlife Trust at Lackford Lakes 
25 S   St Lawrence’s Church, Lackford  
 

26 S  Growing in God worship, work & witness at Lackford  
27 M  All who live in Lackford 
28 T All our Clergy, our Reader & Lay Elders 
29 W That our congregations may grow in faith and numbers 
30 T For our ministry of healing and reconciliation 
  
For the Lark Valley and North Bury family - April 

1  W Jane Starnes; Robert & Carina Starnes 
2  T Hugh & Margaret Steavenson; Wendy Stebbings 
3  F Helen Stevens; Claire Stickings; Alison Stiff  
4  S Jean Stiling; Jim & Wendy Stott; Sheila Sturgeon 
     

5  S Margaret Sutherland; Carole & David Talbot  
6  M Colin Thompson; Ben, Nikki, Joseph & Stephen Titmuss 
7  T Chris, Ruth & Mia Turner 
8  W  Dave Turner; Kyra Turner     
9  T Rose, Ben & Edward Turner      
10 F Wendy Underwood; Christina Vatcher 
11 S Andrew & Suzanne Veal  
   

12 S Jenny & John Vereker    
13 M  Olive Unwin  
14 T Polly Upperton 
15 W Emmanuel, Maureen, Nmemeka, Favour, Chiedozie & Sandra Uzor 
16 T Henry & Jessica Wadsworth; Ivy Walker   
17 F Elaine Wallace    
18 S Marc, Melanie & Jemima Wallage 
      

19 S  Judy Warner    
20 M Peter Warren; Andrew & Julie Watts 
21 T Joan Webb; Miriam Webb 
22 W Margaret Wheeldon; Jane & Tim Whelehan    
23 T Penelope & Matthew White  
24 F  Janet Whymark; Georgina Wilson   
25 S  Michael & Valerie Wilde  
 

26 S Brenda Wood    
27 M Margaret Woodhouse 
28 T Helen & Mark Woodroffe; Jennifer Woolley 
29 W Julie Wright  
30 T David, Margaret & Philip Yates, Doreen Young 
     

To change, add or remove names please contact the Revd Julia Mann.   
Email:  jc.mann@btinternet.com 
 

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	should	be	sent	to	Adrian	Mann:		
adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


