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10	May	2020																																															Fifth	Sunday	of	Easter		
	

Welcome	to	the	Viral	Bulletin	for	the	Fifth	Sunday	of	Easter.			
Please	forward	this	to	anyone	you	know	who	might	not	be	in	our	Google	group.		

For	links	to	information	and	worship	during	the	coronavirus	restrictions		
please	visit:		www.northburychurches.org.uk					

	

	
Butterfly																																																																																																																																																												Kate	Westbrook	

Alleluia!		Christ	is	risen!		He	is	risen	indeed!		Alleluia!	
	

In	this	issue:	
Michael	Edge	-	The	Fifth	Sunday	of	Easter		

John	Grinham	-	May	8th	VE	Day:	Our	Day			*		This	is	Christian	Aid	Week	
The	Children's	Society		*		What	are	we	missing?	

Saint	of	the	week:	Matthias	the	Apostle		*		From	the	Registers	



The	Fifth	Sunday	of	Easter		
Please	read	St.	John’s	Gospel	chapter	14,	verses	1	-	14	
	

What	words	of	Jesus	could	be	more	appropriate	than	the	opening	words	
of	 our	 Gospel	 reading?	 “Do	 not	 let	 not	 your	 hearts	 be	 troubled”	 (John	
14:1).	
	

And	 how	 troubled	 we	 have	 been	 in	 these	 last	 weeks	 and	 still	 are.		
Troubled	for	ourselves,	for	our	families,	for	our	friends,	for	our	country,	
for	the	whole	world,	troubled	about	how	we	will	come	out	of	lockdown	
and	what	it	will	be	like.	
	

At	 the	 end,	 scientific	 expertise	 will	 curb	 and	 even	 control	 the	 virus	
problem.		But	the	real	problem	is	within	ourselves;	we	are	troubled.	
	

Jesus	 points	 us	 to	 the	 source	 of	 all	 well-being	 and	 goodness,	 Almighty	
God	himself.		And	he	says	to	Philip	that	if	he	has	seen	Jesus,	he	has	seen	
all	that	he	needs	to	know	of	God	himself	(John	14:7).	
	

It	points	us	to	a	hope	based	on	the	very	solid	experience	of	the	life,	death	
and	resurrection	of	Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	“Believe	in	God,	believe	also	in	
me”	(John	14:1),	he	says,	and	there	is	a	great	and	urgent	need	for	every	
Christian	 to	 live	 that	 out	 every	 day	 and	 to	 give	 a	 clear	 witness	 to	 the	
world,	that,	above	all	that	evil	can	bring	us,	there	is	the	over-riding	love	
and	reign	of	God.	
	

So,	 “Do	not	 let	 your	hearts	be	 troubled”	 (John	14:1).	 	 Put	 your	 trust	 in	
God.	 	Live	the	life	he	gives	you	in	Jesus	Christ.	 	He	tells	us	clearly,	“I	am	
the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life”	(John	14:6).	
	

What	more	do	we	need,	each	one	of	us?	 	So,	do	not	be	troubled.	 	God	is	
always	with	you	in	Jesus	Christ,	always.		Never	forget	that.	
	

Michael	Edge	
	

	



	

May	8th	VE	Day:	OUR	DAY	
	

The	day	was	bright	and	warm,	the	family	were	zooming	at	10,	we	mustn't	be	late.						
But	distractions	were	plenty.	
The	blue	tits	were	busy	feeding	outside	our	bedroom	window,	camera	at	the	ready,	too	
late	....	try	again.		What	joy!	
8.30		VE	day	memories	on	BBC	Breakfast	kept	us	engrossed,	....a	phone	call	from	an	old	
colleague	enjoying	the	article	in	the	paper	and	wanting	a	book.	
	

10.00		....	Gosh	almost	late	for	zoom.		Tring	and	Australia	catch	up,	where	would	we	be	
without	technology?		Some	laughing	moments,	mainly	at	the	Aged	Ps,	but	so	good	to	
see	young	smiling	faces.	
	

10.45			A	serious	time	for	reflection,	we	wander	down	to	the	war	memorial,	wondering	
if	anyone	else	might	be	there.		A	small	crowd	gathered	for	two	minutes	quiet,	cars	even	
stopped	as	well,	heads	bowed	in	recognition....and	life	moves	on	with	grateful	hearts.	
No	church	bells,	our	orders	were	clear	but	moving	all	the	same.	
	

	
	

11.10....	We	walk	up	Tuthill,	having	seen	some	photos	on	Facebook,		what	a	
magnificent	display	of	flags	and	bunting	on	both	sides	of	the	road,	difficult	to	
photograph	all,	but	quite	a	superb	display.			
Thank	you	Keith,	Nick,	Richard	and....	I	missed	the	last	name.	
	

12.00....	Back	and	a	pause.		Now,	through	WhatsApp,		catch	up	with	my	brother	and	
sister,	what	were	Mum	and	Dad	up	to	75	years	ago,	none	of	us	could	recall?		War	
memories	of	separation,	Royal	Observe	Corps,	waiting	for	the	next	dreaded	
doodlebugs	V-1	flying	bombs,	a	constant	threat	in	their	last	years	of	war.	
	

And	so	the	day	moved	on.	Our	thoughts	were	away	from	the	pandemic,	it	was	good	to	
look	back	and	hear	of	people	who	lived	through	6	years	of	suffering,	for	why,	for	our	
peace	and	freedom.		In	the	evening,	the	BBC	presented	a	moving	entertainment	from	
Buckingham	Palace,	beautifully	managed	in	a	superb	setting.	
	

9.00		The	Queen	spoke	to	us	all,	"never	give	up,	never	despair".		Truly,	despite	
everything	around	us,	a	day	to	remember	and	cherish.	
	

John	Grinham	



The	coronanvirus	crisis	has	had		
a	devastating	effect	on	many	charities.			

This	week	we	again	feature	Christian	Aid,	at	the	beginning	of	
the	week	which	normally	supplies	a	large	part	of	its	income.		

It	is	badly	hit	this	year	because		
house-to-house	collections	are	not	possible.			

We	also	feature	The	Children's	Society	as	it	seeks	to	help	
vulnerable	children	in	danger	during	the	pandemic.			

Both	are	commended	to	your	generosity.	
	

CHRISTIAN	AID	WEEK	10-16	MAY	

                    
	
	
	

About	Christian	Aid	Week	
Christian	Aid	Week	is	a	joyful	celebration	of	our	potential	to	change	the	world	through	our	
gifts,	prayers	and	actions.		Together,	we	raise	funds	to	support	our	poorest	sisters	and	
brothers	around	the	world.		Coronavirus	means	Christian	Aid	Week	is	very	different	this	
year.		But	we	hope	supporters	like	you	will	do	all	you	can	to	make	it	the	same	life-changing	
and	joyous	week	we’ve	run	since	1957.	

Your	gifts	will	save	lives	
Coronavirus	impacts	all	of	us.		But	love	unites	us	all.		Now	is	the	time	to	reach	out	to	our	
neighbours	near	and	far.	
Poor	communities	are	hit	hardest	by	coronavirus.		It’s	affecting	families	living	in	
overcrowded	refugee	camps,	and	many	vulnerable	people	who	have	no	water	to	clean	
their	hands.	
With	your	support,	we	can	limit	the	impact	of	the	virus,	with	life-saving	soap	and	water.		
Send	an	e-Envelope	today	and	save	lives.	

Donate	and	send	an	e-Envelope	



							 	
	

Emergency	Coronavirus	Appeal		
	

Thousands	of	vulnerable	children	who	were	already	struggling	have	been	
plunged	into	desperation	and	danger	by	the	coronavirus	crisis.	
	

This	unprecedented	government	lockdown	has	trapped	vulnerable	children	at	
home.			They're	hidden	from	view	and	without	the	vital	support	they	need.			I've	
heard	from	our	staff	that	there	are	children	facing	increased	danger	of	abuse	and	
neglect.			They're	all	alone,	trying	to	cope	with	their	worries,	fears	and	worsening	
mental	health.	
	

Our	incredible	front-line	staff	are	delivering	vital	care	packages	and	providing	
urgent	advice	and	support	to	children	that	can	literally	save	their	lives.			And	that’s	
why	I’m	appealing	to	you	now	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart	to	help	us.	
	

Becky,	from	our	front-line	team,	told	me	'When	a	child	is	in	imminent	
danger	we	arrange	an	emergency	response.			We’re	the	only	workers	doing	this	for	
some	young	people'.	
	

Thousands	of	our	country’s	vulnerable	children	are	at	risk	of	losing	their	only	
lifeline	if	we	cannot	continue	to	help	them	in	their	time	of	crisis.			But	we’ve	had	to	
close	our	shops	and	stop	all	our	fundraising	events,	leaving	a	huge	hole	in	our	
finances.	
	

I	need	your	urgent	support	and	generosity	right	now.			Please	donate	to	our	
Emergency	Coronavirus	Appeal	to	ensure	we	can	be	there	for	the	children	
who	need	us	the	most,	so	that	they	don’t	have	to	face	this	crisis	alone.	
	
DONATE NOW TO OUR URGENT APPEAL  

I	know	people’s	situations	have	changed,	but	I’m	really	hoping	you’ll	feel	
able	to	give	as	much	as	you	can	today.			Please	take	care,	and	I	hope	you	and	those	
you	love	stay	safe	in	these	anxious	times.		
	

Thank	you	for	standing	with	us,	we	really	can’t	do	this	without	you.	

Mark	Russell 	
Chief	Executive,	The	Children's	Society	



What	are	we	missing?	
On	Tuesday	the	church	commemorates	Gregory	Dix,	Anglican	priest,	monk	and	
scholar,	who	died	in	1952.			Here	is	an	extract	from	his	seminal	book,	published	in	
1945,	'The	Shape	of	the	Liturgy'.			
	

Was	ever	another	command	so	obeyed?		For	century	after	century,	spreading	
slowly	to	every	continent	and	country	and	among	every	race	on	earth,	this	action	
has	been	done,	in	every	conceivable	human	circumstance,	for	every	conceivable	
human	need	from	infancy	and	before	it	to	
extreme	old	age	and	after	it,	from	the	
pinnacle	of	earthly	greatness	to	the	
refuge	of	fugitives	in	the	caves	and	dens	
of	the	earth.		
	

Men	have	found	no	better	thing	than	this	
to	do	for	kings	at	their	crowning	and	for	
criminals	going	to	the	scaffold;		for	
armies	in	triumph	or	for	a	bride	and	
bridegroom	in	a	little	country	church;			
for	the	proclamation	of	a	dogma	or	for	a	
good	crop	of	wheat;		for	the	wisdom	of	
the	Parliament	of	a	mighty	nation	or		
for	a	sick	old	woman	afraid	to	die;		for	a	
schoolboy	sitting	an	examination	or	for	
Columbus	setting	out	to	discover	
America;		for	the	famine	of	whole	
provinces	or	for	the	soul	of	a	dead	lover;		
in	thankfulness	because	my	father	did	not	
die	of	pneumonia;		for	a	village	headman	
much	tempted	to	return	to	fetish	because	
the	yams	had	failed;		because	the	Turk	was	at	the	gates	of	Vienna;			for	the	
repentance	of	Margaret;			for	the	settlement	of	a	strike;		for	a	son	for	a	barren	
woman;			for	Captain	so-and-so	wounded	and	prisoner	of	war;			while	the	lions	
roared	in	the	nearby	amphitheatre;			on	the	beach	at	Dunkirk;			while	the	hiss	of	
scythes	in	the	thick	June	grass	came	faintly	through	the	windows	of	the	church;			
tremulously,	by	an	old	monk	on	the	fiftieth	anniversary	of	his	vows;			furtively,	by	
an	exiled	bishop	who	had	hewn	timber	all	day	in	a	prison	camp	near	Murmansk;			
gorgeously,	for	the	canonisation	of	S.	Joan	of	Arc—one	could	fill	many	pages	with	
the	reasons	why	men	have	done	this,	and	not	tell	a	hundredth	part	of	them.		
	

And	best	of	all,	week	by	week	and	month	by	month,	on	a	hundred	thousand	
successive	Sundays,	faithfully,	unfailingly,	across	all	the	parishes	of	Christendom,	
the	pastors	have	done	this	just	to	make	the	plebs	sancta	Dei—the	holy	common	
people	of	God.	



Saint	of	the	week		

Matthias	the	Apostle	
On	14	May	 the	Church	 remembers	Matthias,	 the	apostle	 chosen	by	 lot	 to	 replace	 Judas	
Iscariot,	the	betrayer	of	Jesus.		As	he	was	not	one	of	the	original	Twelve	chosen	by	Jesus,	
Acts	1.15-26	tells	us	that	whoever	was	to	take	the	place	of	Judas	had	to	be	someone	who	
had	 been	with	 Jesus	 from	his	 baptism	 and	who	was	 also	 a	witness	 to	 the	 resurrection.		
There	were	two	candidates,	Joseph	called	Barsabbas,	who	was	also	known	as	Justus,	and	
Matthias.		Being	chosen	by	lot	was	felt	to	indicate	God’s	choice	in	the	election	rather	than	
human	wishes.		Matthias	was	chosen	before	the	C	hurch	received	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
at	Pentecost.		
	

Very	little	is	known	about	Matthias.	 	He	is	thought	to	have	preached	the	gospel	in	Judea	
and	 some	 traditions	 link	 him	with	 Cappadocia,	 by	 the	 Caspian	 Sea,	 and	 Ethiopia.	 	 He	 is	
venerated	as	a	martyr	for	Christ	and	one	tradition	says	that	in	AD	80	in	Jerusalem	he	was	
stoned	to	death	and	then	beheaded,	which	is	why	his	symbol	in	Christian	art	is	an	axe.			
	

Maybe	it	was	not	easy	for	Matthias	to	enter	the	company	of	the	Twelve	knowing	that	he	
was	a	substitute	for	Judas	Iscariot,	but	in	his	life	and	death	Matthias	was	faithful	to	Christ.		
In	these	difficult	days	caused	by	the	coronavirus	pandemic	perhaps	we	might	like	to	think	
of	him	as	a	saint	for	those	who	have	to	‘pick	up	the	pieces’	and	carry	on.		
	

Collect	
Almighty	God,	who	in	the	place	of	the	traitor	Judas	

chose	your	faithful	servant	Matthias		
to	be	of	the	number	of	the	Twelve:	

preserve	your	Church	from	false	apostles	and,		
by	the	ministry	of	faithful	pastors	and	teachers,		

keep	us	steadfast	in	your	truth;	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	

Amen.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

BULLETIN CORNER 
These sentences actually appeared in other church bulletins  
or were announced at church services: 
  
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
'What Is Hell?' 
Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the deterioration of 
some older ones. 
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered. 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM	THE	REGISTERS	
Funerals	and	Memorial	Services	
2	March				 John	Robert	Buckmaster			 	 West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
7	March				 Memorial	Service	for	Peter	Scott				 All	Saints	Bury	
19	March				 Patricia	Mary	Adams				 	 	 Fornham	All	Saints	
27	March				 John	William	Stacey				 	 	 Culford	St	Mary	
20	April				 Christopher	Earp				 	 	 Culford	Woodland	Burial	Ground	
21	April				 Doreen	Ann	Pollard				 	 	 West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
22	April				 Freda	Smith				 	 	 	 West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
29	April				 Pauline	Alice	Bungay				 	 	 Borough	Cemetery	
4	May				 Joan	Mavis	Moore				 	 	 West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
6	May				 Trevor	Owen	Metcalfe					 	 Timworth	St	Andrew	
6	May			 	Joyce	Florence	Bridges				 	 WSC	/	Fornham	St	Martin	
7	May				 Rosalie	May	Short				 	 	 Fornham	St	Martin	
________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
	

	
	
	

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people		
which	you	can	submit	as	an	email	attachment?		
Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome		
and	can	include	photographs	and	illustrations.			

They	should	be	sent	to	Adrian	Mann:		
adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


