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Welcome	to	the	Viral	Bulletin	for	Whit	Sunday.			
Please	forward	this	to	anyone	you	know	who	might	not	be	in	our	Google	group.		

For	links	to	information	and	worship	during	the	coronavirus	restrictions		
please	visit:		www.northburychurches.org.uk					
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'I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit	upon	all	flesh'	



Pentecost	
On	a	rainy	day,	almost	exactly	sixty	seven	years	ago,	Queen	Elizabeth	the	
Second	returned	to	Buckingham	Palace	from	her	Coronation	in	Westminster	
Abbey,	watched	by	millions,	including	a	certain	young	airman	getting	very	
wet	for	Queen	and	Country.			
	

Britain	in	the	early	nineteen	fifties	was	still	emerging	from	the	shadow	of	
World	War	Two.		In	his	tribute	to	the	Queen,	Christopher	Hassall	wrote,	"We	
are	still	in	the	valley,	the	dark	valley;	scarred	walls	and	O	what	scarred	
memories!		But	thanks	be	to	God,	we	go	a	hopeful	journey."			In	spite	of	those	
scarred	walls	of	unrepaired	bomb	damage,	the	colour	and	pageantry	of	the	
Coronation	pointed	the	way	ahead	out	of	the	dark	valley	towards	the	sunny	
uplands.	
	

When	Covid-19	put	us	into	lockdown	there	were	hopes	that	it	would	be	over	
by	Pentecost:	indeed	one	of	the	prayers	provided	seemed	to	assume	that	it	
would	be,	and	now	that	Pentecost	is	here	we	are	naturally	disappointed	that	
we	can't	celebrate	as	we	would	wish.		"But	thanks	be	to	God,	we	go	a	hopeful	
journey"	-	because	Pentecost	is	not	affected	one	jot	by	our	restrictions.	
	

Observing	the	great	festivals	of	the	Church	helps	us	focus	our	minds	on	the	
truths	which	they	proclaim.		But	these	truths	remain	unaltered	for	all	times	
and	seasons.		For	example,	the	fact	of	the	Word	made	Flesh	is	no	more	true	at	
Christmas	than	at	any	other	time.		It	is	eternal.	
	

Likewise	the	indwelling	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	remains	equally	real,	
whether	we	celebrate	the	Feast	today,	any	other	day,	or	even	not	at	all.		As	St	
Peter	was	quick	to	realise,	the	experience	of	Pentecost,	with	the	mighty	wind,	
the	tongues	of	fire	and	the	miraculous	universal	language,	was	the	fulfilment	
of	prophecy.	
	

The	Holy	Spirit	did	not	appear	for	the	first	time	at	Pentecost:	the	Old	
Testament	is	full	of	it.		Prophets,	priests,	judges,	kings	and	poets	at	various	
times	found	themselves	possessed	by	an	irresistible	power	which	they	knew	
must	come	from	God.		At	Pentecost	this	same	mysterious	power	was	poured	
out,	not	on	a	chosen	few,	but	on	"all	flesh".		But	there	was	something	more	-	it	
was	personal!	



Our	Lord	had	promised	that	he	would	send	a	Comforter,	the	Spirit	of	Truth.	
	

He	himself	had	received	that	same	Spirit	at	his	Baptism	when	the	onlookers	
saw	something	like	a	dove	alighting	upon	him.			We	too	received	the	Spirit	at	
OUR	Baptism.		No	need	to	pray	for	a	fresh	outpouring,	as	some	do.		Pray	
instead	for	grace	to	stir	up	the	gift	that	is	already	in	us,	as	one	might	stir	up	
the	embers	of	a	smouldering	fire.			
			 	 	 "Jesus,	confirm	my	heart's	desire,	
																														 To	work	and	think	and	speak	for	thee.	
																																	Still	let	me	guard	the	Holy	Fire,	
																																	And	still	stir	up	thy	gift	in	me."		
	

Thanks	be	to	God,	we	go	a	hopeful	journey.	
	

Bob	Torrens	

'I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit	upon	all	flesh'	
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Whitsun	1887	
Michael	Phillips	has	kindly	provided	us	with	this	nineteenth	century	

parish	magazine	article	from	the	archives	of	St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds.	
	

		 		 	
	

Our church on Whitsun morning was bright with gay flowers, scarlet (the ecclesiastical 
colour for the season) and white alone being used.  On entering the West door, the Font 
(a perfect blaze of scarlet and white geraniums partly covered with tender maiden hair 
fern) meets the view; the base of the Font has this year received somewhat novel 
treatment at the hands of Miss MacClelland and Mr. A. Everard Stantial, for on either 
side is a small pool of clear water, over which green forms are drooping and on the 
mossy bank simple while flowers are growing.  The Faldstool has again been tastefully 
decorated by Mrs. Clarke; the Lectern, the Choir Stalls and the Priests' desks, adorned 
entirely with white lilac and apple blossom by Miss Stantial, are a happy contrast to the 
Altar bouquets and the Pulpit, which are almost entirely blood red.  The Pulpit is 
artistically treated by Miss Sparling, scarlet geraniums relieved with very little white, 
soft green ferns alone being used.  Lastly, the Altar bouquets, the work of the Misses 
Harvey, are as beautiful as usual, blood red geraniums relieved with very little white.  
The general effect of the decorations is warm and pleasant, just as the Services on 
Sunday were bright and cheerful. 
 

	



Pentecost	
Today	we	feel	the	wind	beneath	our	wings	
Today	the	hidden	fountain	flows	and	plays	

Today	the	church	draws	breath	at	last	and	sings	
As	every	flame	becomes	a	Tongue	of	praise.	

This	is	the	feast	of	fire,	air,	and	water	
Poured	out	and	breathed	and	kindled	into	earth.	

The	earth	herself	awakens	to	her	maker	
And	is	translated	out	of	death	to	birth.	

The	right	words	come	today	in	their	right	order	
And	every	word	spells	freedom	and	release	
Today	the	gospel	crosses	every	border	

All	tongues	are	loosened	by	the	Prince	of	Peace	
Today	the	lost	are	found	in	His	translation.	

Whose	mother-tongue	is	Love,	in	every	nation.	
	

Malcolm	Guite				www.malcolmguite.wordpress.com	
_______________________________________________________________________ 

VISITATION	
The	Visit	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	to	Elizabeth		
	
THIS	FESTIVAL	is	usually	kept	on	31	May,	but	this	year	Pentecost	falls	on	that	
date,	so	The	Visitation	has	been	transferred	to	the	next	day,	Monday	1	June.		
	

This	is	the	day	when	the	Church	remembers	the	events	described	in	Luke	
1.39-56	when	Mary	visits	her	relative	Elizabeth.		Mary	is	in	the	early	stages	
of	pregnancy	with	Jesus	but	we	are	told	that	she	set	out	with	haste	into	the	
hill	country	to	visit	Elizabeth	who	will	give	birth	to	John	the	Baptist.			As	the	
two	women	meet	Elizabeth	rejoices	when	her	unborn	child	leaps	in	her	
womb	to	greet	the	unborn	Jesus	and	Mary	breaks	into	the	song	we	call	the	
Magnificat.		This	is	the	canticle	which	we	now	use	at	Evensong.		



It	is	easy	to	forget	how	extraordinary	these	events	are.		Mary	is	young	and	
she	conceived	Jesus	as	an	unmarried	woman	(which	would	have	been	a	
serious	piece	of	transgressive	behaviour	at	the	time),	having	received	and	
consented	to	the	message	of	the	Angel	Gabriel	(Luke	1.26-38).		Elizabeth	is	
past	the	usual	age	of	child	bearing	and	her	husband	Zechariah	is	an	old	man	
(Luke	1.5-25).		It	is	very	likely	that	both	women	would	have	been	the	subject	
of	gossip.		
	

By Claudia Williams - displayed in the retreatants’ lounge at St Beuno’s Spirituality Centre in north Wales  
	
And	when	we	sing	or	say	Mary’s	song	the	Magnificat	we	can	easily	overlook	
its	radical	nature,	in	which	the	established	order	of	things	is	turned	upside	
down.		At	various	times	rulers	in	some	countries	such	as	Guatemala,	
Argentina	and	the	British	in	India	have	banned	the	Magnificat	from	being	
used	because	it	has	been	felt	to	be	revolutionary	and	therefore	dangerous	
to	those	in	power.		All	this	reminds	us	that	God	sometimes	works	in	unusual	
ways	which	take		us	by	surprise	and	may	even	be	very	uncomfortable	for	us.		
	
On	this	festival	we	might	like	to	read	the	Magnificat	aloud	and	hear	the	
words	afresh.			
	
What	does	Mary’s	song	have	to	say	to	us	today	as	we	continue	to	live	in	our	
socially	distanced	society	under	the	shadow	of	coronavirus?			
	

Julia	Mann		



	

Father	Doug:	100	years,	100	people,	100	laps	
	

Have	you	been	inspired	by	Captain	Sir	Thomas	Moore?		Well,		USPG	(United	Society	
Partners	in	the	Gospel)	has	its	own	centenarian,	Father	Douglas	Davies,	who	
celebrated	his	100th	birthday	on	15th	May.	
	

Canon	Douglas	Davies,	a	priest	in	the	Diocese	of	Swansea	and	Brecon,	has	been	
supporting	USPG	all	of	his	life.		He	has	always	given	to	others	and	been	at	the	heart	of	
his	community.		Here	is	a	chance	to	show	our	support	to	someone	who	has	given	so	
much	over	so	many	years.	
	

Claire	Shadbolt,	USPG	Fundraising	and	Volunteering	Manager	first	met	Fr	Doug	in	
October	when	he	was	planning	his	100th	birthday	fundraiser	for	USPG.		Of	course,	
plans	have	changed	a	bit	since	then:	social	distancing	has	prevented	his	fundraiser	
being	held	in	the	way	that	was	planned	in	his	local	rugby	club.		However,	in	a	new	form,	
Fr	Doug’s	fundraiser	on	Whit	weekend	is	now	something	with	which	we	can	all	become	
involved:	an	Isolation	Amble!				
	

Walk	a	lap	of	anything:	your	garden,	your	house,	your	local	park,	or	wherever	may	be	
convenient	to	you.		Then	please,	if	you	are	able,	donate	to	Fr	Doug's	Just	Gving	page	
Douglas	Davies's	Birthday.		All	of	the	funds	raised	will	be	given	to	USPG.	
	

Please	let	Fr	Doug,	on	dougs100th@gmail.com,	know	how	many	laps	you	do	so	we	can	
make	sure	we	hit	the	hundred!			He	will	be	greatly	encouraged	to	know	that	other	
churches	and	supporters	are	behind	him	in	his	great	celebratory	fundraising	event.	
	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

BULLETIN CORNER 
These sentences actually appeared in other church bulletins  
or were announced at church services: 
 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM  
at the First Presbyterian Church.   

Please use large double door at the side entrance. 
 

And one to please the PCC Treasurer: 

The Associate Minister unveiled 
the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 

'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours!' 



 
 
 

Here	are	the	answers	
to	Val's	Easter	hymn	quiz:	

1.		 Shine	Jesus	shine	
2.		 Holy,	holy,	holy	
3.	 Be	thou	my	vision	
4.		 One	more	step	along	the	world	I	go	
5.		 Come	down	O	love	divine	
6.		 Lord	of	the	dance	
7.		 Crown	him	with	many	crowns	
8.		 Hills	of	the	North	rejoice	
9.		 The	king	of	love	my	shepherd	is	
10.		 Lo,	he	comes	with	clouds	descending	
 
 
 

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people		
which	you	can	submit	as	an	email	attachment?		
Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome		
and	can	include	photographs	and	illustrations.			

They	should	be	sent	to	Adrian	Mann:		
adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


