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BIBLE	SUNDAY						
	

Would	you	stand	and	listen	to	a	Bible	reading	from	dawn	until	noon?	
Well	the	people	of	Judah	did,	when	the	scribe	Ezra	read	from	the	Book	of	the	Law	in	
about	the	5th	century	BC.			Ezra	and	Nehemiah	were	trying	to	restore	the	worship	
and	practice	in	Judah	after	the	Jews	had	returned	from	their	exile	in	Babylon.	
	

It	is	awe	inspiring	to	hold	a	Bible	in	your	hand	and	wonder	at	the	long	passage	of	
time	and	the	many	events	that	have	shaped	the	way	it	has	come	down	to	you.	
	

It	all	goes	back	to	about	1200	BC	when	a	group	of	nomadic	shepherd	tribes,	who	
had	escaped	from	slavery	in	Egypt,	entered	and	conquered	Canaan,	which	they	
believed	was	the	land	promised	to	them	by	God.			When	they	became	fairly	settled	
they	were	ruled	by	kings.		At	first	Saul	c.	1030	BC,	then	David	c.1000	BC	and	then	
Solomon	c.970-931.			David	united	the	tribes	and	Solomon	organized	the	state.			It	
was	then	that	a	civil	service	was	needed	and	so	writing	became	important.		The	
scribes	adopted	the	Phoenician	alphabet.	
	

One	of	them	wrote	a	story	of	his	people.		Beginning	in	with	the	creation	of	a	man	in	
chapter	2	he	wrote	the	myths	(impossible	stories	with	a	meaning	for	all	humanity)	
in	the	first	11	chapters	of	Genesis	and	then	went	on	to	tell	the	saga	(possible	stories	
with	a	particular	meaning	for	his	nation)	in	the	rest	of	Genesis	and	in	Exodus.		The	
united	kingdom	of	David	and	Solomon	did	not	last	–	after	Solomon’s	death	the	
tribes	divided	into	Judah	in	the	South	and	Israel	in	the	north.			A	northern	scribe	
wrote	his	own	saga	of	Israel’s	story.		Much	later,	these	were	combined	as	one	story	
in	Genesis.	
	

There	is	no	space	to	go	on	with	the	whole	history	of	the	Bible,	but	it	is	important	to	
realize	that	it	comprises	many	books	by	different	authors	at	different	times	and	to	
meet	special	circumstances	in	Israel’s	history.		There	were	the	words	of	the	
prophets	from	800	BC	onwards	who	called	the	people	back	to	obedience	to	their	
covenant	with	God.		There	were	the	history	books	that	showed	where	the	people	
had	been	unfaithful	to	the	covenant.		There	was	the	book	of	Deuteronomy	–	written	
by	disciples	of	the	prophets	and	hidden	in	the	temple	during	the	reign	of	an	evil	
king.			Found	in	620	BC,	it	initiated	necessary	reforms	of	conduct	and	worship.	
	

One	of	the	great	tragedies	for	the	Jews	was	their	defeat	by	Babylon	and	their	
enforced	exile	there	(597-540	BC).			Without	their	temple	so	they	could	no	longer	
offer	sacrifice,	but	they	had	their	books.			Some	were	re-edited,	some	histories	
combined,	and	some	new	works	written.			It	was	probably	in	Babylon	that	the	first	
chapter	describing	the	creation	of	the	world	in	six	days	was	written.			The	faithful	
Jews	met	every	Sabbath	day	and	so	formed	synagogues	–	places	of	assembly.			I	can	
imagine	someone	bringing	along	a	book	that	he	had	edited,	or	a	new	work	that	he	
had	written	and	reading	it	to	the	assembly.			Someone	might	ask	“Why	did	you	put	
things	like	that?”	and	so	the	sermon	was	born.	
	

Synagogues	and	sermons	played	an	important	part	in	the	spread	of	Christianity.			
Both	Jesus	himself	and	later	St	Paul	preached	in	the	synagogues.			The	congregation	



there	wasn’t	limited	to	Jews	–	Gentiles	who	were	interested	in	the	Jewish	faith	were	
allowed	in	–	they	were	known	as	“God-fearers”.			When	Christian	preachers	were	
no	longer	welcome	in	the	synagogues,	these	“God-fearers”	became	the	nucleus	of	
the	church	that	St	Paul	formed	in	that	place.			As	St	Paul	travelled	on	he	would	write	
letters	to	sort	out	problems	in	these	early	churches.			For	example,	he	wrote	his	
first	letter	to	the	Corinthians	because,	among	other	things,	there	were	divisions	in	
the	Church	and	a	disrespectful	attitude	towards	the	Eucharist.	
	

The	most	important	books	in	the	Bible	are	the	Gospels:	all	of	them	written	during	a	
time	of	persecution	and	because	it	was	important	to	record	the	deeds	and	words	of	
our	Saviour	before	those	who	knew	him	and	his	teaching	had	passed	away.	
	

How	do	you	read	the	Bible?			Have	you	tried	starting	at	the	beginning	and	hoping	to	
get	through	it?			If	you	did,	as	I	did	many	years	ago,	you	probably	didn’t	get	much	
further	than	the	middle	of	Leviticus.	
	

The	best	way	for	study	is	to	read	the	parts	of	the	Bible	in	the	order	that	they	were	
written	–	against	the	background	of	the	problems	of	that	time.			For	instance,	the	
Book	of	Ruth,	which	shows	that	the	great	King	David	had	a	Gentile	(non-Jewish)	
great-grandmother,	was	written	at	a	time	when	Nehemiah	wanted	the	Jews	to	
divorce	any	Gentile	wives.			The	message	of	Ruth	is	that	faith	is	more	important	
than	ancestry.		It	is	the	same	with	the	New	Testament	Books.			You	need	to	read	
them	with	Bible	Study	notes	or	with	a	Commentary.			If	you	use	the	Bible	in	your	
daily	prayers	(as	the	clergy	and	some	others	do)	then	use	a	Lectionary	–	a	list	of	
reference	for	each	day.			You	can	find	these	in	any	Church	Diary	or	on	the	internet.	
	

Finally,	let	us	remember	that	three	important	components	of	our	faith	are	
Scripture,	Reason	and	Tradition.		Reason	comes	into	play	when	we	consider	the	
myths	at	the	beginning	of	Genesis.				As	I	said,	these	are	impossible	stores	with	a	
universal	meaning.			Too	many	people	argue	about	the	literal	truth	rather	than	
consider	the	importance	of	the	meaning.			You	cannot	take	the	first	eleven	chapters	
of	Genesis	literally	–	against	the	theories	of	the	big	bang,	the	wonders	of	the	
universe,	such	as	that	shown	by	the	Osiris	Rex	making	contact	with	an	asteroid	330	
million	km	away.		
	

Our	tradition	is	guided	by	Bishops.			The	books	in	the	Bible	didn’t	just	assemble	
themselves.			They	originated	as	separate	documents,	scrolls	and	codices,	and	many	
religious	books	were	written,	requiring	decisions	about	which	should	be	regarded	
as	“holy	scripture”.			This	decision	was	made	by	the	Church,	guided	by	its	Bishops.			
	

So	value	our	Holy	Scripture,	come	to	us	from	over	at	least	2,500	years	ago,	written	
by	scribes	who	recorded	their	people’s	spiritual	journey,	their	mistakes,	their	times	
of	suffering	and	sacrifice	and	their	times	of	joy.	
	

	 O	that	we	discerning,	
	 its	most	holy	learning,	
	 Lord,	may	love	and	fear	thee,	
	 ever	more	be	near	thee.		
	

																																																																																																					Sylvia	Bareham	



Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches	
SERVICES	THIS	WEEK	

Sunday	25th	October				Bible	Sunday	
		8.00am	 Holy	Communion	(BCP)																																																																											Flempton	
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(BCP)																																						All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am			 Parish	Communion	(CW)																																				St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds		
10.00am	 Eucharist	with	Holy	Baptism		(CW)																																																											Culford	
10.00am	 Eucharist	(CW)																																																																									Fornham	St	Martin	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																																														St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds		
Wednesday	28th	October			Ss	Simon	and	Jude,	Apostles	
		5.30pm	 Evening	Prayer																																																					St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds			
		6.00pm		 Eucharist	(CW)																																																										St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Thursday	29th	October		
		9.30am		 Holy	Communion	(CW)																																										All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Friday	30th	October				
		7.30am		 Eucharist	(CW)																																																										St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds		
Sunday	1st	November				All	Saints'	Day	
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(CW)																																							All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am			 Parish	Communion	(CW)																																				St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am		 Holy	Communion		(BCP)																																																																									Timworth	
10.00am	 Eucharist		(CW)																																																																																							West	Stow	
10.00am	 worship@fornham																																																																		Fornham	All	Saints	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																																														St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		3.00pm		 All	Souls'	Service			 	 	 	 															All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
	

CHURCH	ZOOM	GATHERING	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	our	Church	Zoom	gathering	at	11am	on	Sundays.				
To	do	so,	please	email	Claire	for	the	link	at		clairerose1953@gmail.com	
	

OPEN	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYER	
St	John	the	Evangelist,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																																															12noon-4pm	daily	
St	Mary,	West	Stow											8.45-10.45am	on	Wednesdays	and	9.15-11.15am	on	1st	and	3rd	Sundays.	

For	access	at	other	times	please	contact	Ian	Hobley	(01284	728745)	or	Paul	Luke	(01284	729654)	
Fornham	All	Saints																 	 	 	 	 																									open	every	Sunday	
St	Andrew,	Timworth																																																															contact	Alison	Pettitt	(01284	728379)	
St	Lawrence,	Lackford																																																														contact	Harry	Lidster	(01284	728876)	
Fornham	St	Martin													contact	Beryl	Dykes		(01284	704109)	or	David	Yates	(01284	705157)	
St	George,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																							contact	the	Revd	Val	Gagen	(01284	361963)	
All	Saints,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																																																															open	for	worship	only		
St	Mary,	Culford		and		St	Catherine,	Flempton		

remain	closed	at	present	-	contact	numbers	are	in	the	porch	



                                   from	our	bishops		

Dear	Friends	in	Christ	
	

A	CALL	TO	PRAYER	AND	GENEROSITY	
	

I	thank	my	God	every	time	I	remember	you,	constantly	praying	with	joy	every	one	of	my	
prayers	for	all	of	you,	because	of	your	sharing	of	the	gospel	from	the	first	day	until	now.			
	

These	 words	 of	 greeting	 from	 Paul's	 letter	 to	 the	 Philippians	 express	 so	 well	 the	
gratitude	we	have	for	our	partnership	 in	Christ.	 	Since	the	 lockdown	began	 in	March,	
we	 have	 watched	 how	 our	 parishes,	 congregations	 and	 ministries	 have	 sprung	 into	
action	with	newfound	energy,	live-streaming	services,	delivering	shopping,	medications	
and	 food	parcels,	 organising	 phone	 trees	 and	 connecting	 by	 email,	 phone	 and	 Zoom	
meetings.	 	 The	 labours	 of	 all	 our	 clergy	 and	 lay	 leaders	 in	 these	 difficult	 times	 have	
been	truly	inspiring.		Thanks	be	to	God	for	you!	
	

Having	said	this,	Covid-19	has	exacted	a	considerable	toll	on	us	all	-	the	pandemic	has	
caused	 great	 harm,	 physical,	 mental,	 emotional	 and	 financial.	 	 We	 have	 all	 been	
profoundly	 affected	 by	 this	 virus.	 	 At	 the	 same	 time,	medical	 staff	 and	 key	workers	
have	responded	with	remarkable	generosity	and	courage.		We	continue	to	pray	for	all	
those	in	such	positions	and	ask	the	Lord	for	an	end	to	the	pandemic,	the	invention	of	a	
vaccine	and	the	restoration	of	ordinary	life.	
	

One	of	the	consequences	of	the	pandemic	has	been	a	financial	picture	which	is	hugely	
challenging.		It	looks	as	if	the	diocese	will	have	a	£1.9	million	shortfall	this	year,	due	in	
large	part	to	parishes	unable	to	meet	Parish	Share	commitments	because	of	the	loss	of	
income	from	closed	buildings,	cancelled	fund-raising	events	and	fewer	church	services.	
	

We	 are	 doing	 all	 we	 can	 to	 mitigate	 that	 shortfall	 in	 terms	 of	 streamlining	 central	
services	and	rigorously	controlling	expenditure.		We	have	also	been	successful	in	a	bid	
to	 the	 Church	 Commissioners	who	 are	 providing	 £600k	 to	 this	 diocese,	 but	 that	 still	
leaves	a	£1.3	million	shortfall.	 	 If	 that	shortfall	 is	not	addressed,	 the	consequences	 in	
terms	 of	 the	 mission	 and	 ministry	 of	 the	 diocese,	 the	 number	 of	 clergy	 posts	 and	
resourcing	the	local	church	will	be	severe,	just	at	a	time	when	we	have	an	opportunity	
to	offer	so	much	to	a	county	facing	such	challenges.	
	

These	are	extraordinary	circumstances,	and	the	need	 is	 immediate	and	pressing.	 	We	
are	all	called	to	take	responsibility	in	our	day	for	the	flourishing	of	the	Church's	ministry	
and	mission,	and	the	time	to	take	that	responsibility	is	now.		If	ever	there	was	a	rainy	
day,	 this	 is	 it,	and	so	we	appeal	 to	you	and	to	every	person	who	 is	 involved	with	the	
church	 locally	 to	 consider	whether	 this	 year	 you	might	 increase	 your	 giving.	 	We	 as	
bishops	have	done	so,	and	indeed	are	holding	each	other	to	account	for	doing	so.	



To	those	benefices	which	look	set	to	achieve	their	Parish	Share	payments	
We	are	hugely	grateful	 to	 the	 two-thirds	of	benefices	 in	 the	diocese	who	 look	 set	 to	
achieve	their	Parish	Share	payments.		We	are	incredibly	inspired	by	the	determination	
and	creativity	we	see	throughout	the	diocese	to	meet	this	challenge.		However,	these	
are	extraordinary	circumstances,	and	the	need	is	immediate	and	pressing.		So,	we	are	
writing	to	ask	you	as	churches	and	individuals	to	consider	giving	even	more	generously	
this	year	than	 in	previous	years,	as	we	are	all	participating	together	 in	the	mission	of	
God	in	the	world.		We	are	aware	that	many	have	in	times	past	given	generously	and	are	
already	giving	sacrificially,	but	these	are	exceptional	times.	
	

To	those	benefices	which	are	struggling	to	make	their	Parish	Share	payments	
We	know	the	other	one-third	of	benefices	are	struggling	to	make	their	Parish	Share	this	
year,	and	we	have	been	really	encouraged	to	see	some	of	the	creative	and	innovative	
ways	you	are	seeking	to	do	this.		We	have	been	particularly	struck	by	the	ways	in	which	
parishes	 are	 seeking	 support	 from	 their	wider	 communities.	 	We	want	 to	 encourage	
you	as	churches	and	individuals	to	do	all	you	possibly	can	to	achieve	your	your	Parish	
Share	payment.		The	consequences	of	us	not	doing	so	we	know	will	be	dire.		We	may	
feel	reluctant	to	ask	people	to	increase	their	giving	at	this	time,	but	unless	we	ask,	we	
cannot	discover	the	generosity	in	people's	hearts.	
	

Most	importantly,	prayer	must	be	at	the	heart	of	everything	we	do.		We	are	calling	on	
every	parish	to	join	us	in	using	this	prayer,	for	our	church,	that	we	may	grow	in	trust	in	
God's	providence	and	deepen	our	own	generosity	-	giving	of	ourselves	and	of	our	gifts.	
	

Loving	God,	
you	are	always	with	us,	

and	give	us	all	we	need	to	be	your	church	in	Suffolk.	
Help	us,	we	pray,	to	give	as	we	have	received:	

abundantly,	generously,	and	joyfully,	
that	our	worship	and	our	service	

may	bear	witness	to	your	Kingdom	of	unfailing	love.	
In	the	name	of	your	Son	who	gave	himself	for	us.,	

Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	
Amen.	

	

We	pray	that	you	keep	well	and	safe,	and	that	we	all	emerge	from	this	pandemic	more	
deeply	committed	to	our	Lord	and	to	one	another.		And	once	again,	our	thanks	for	our	
partnership	in	the	gospel.	
	

Grace	and	peace,  

               	



How	do	we	respond?	
	

This	is	the	season	of	the	year	when	we	begin	to	review	how	we	respond	to	being	
part	of	God’s	Church	in	today’s	world	and	what	part	we	play	in	proclaiming	the	
Good	News	of	the	Gospel.		This	has	a	strange	feeling	this	year,	as	Covid-19	has	
affected	our	lives	in	so	many	ways,	and	yet	we	still	have	much	to	be	thankful	for.		
The	virus	has	not	affected	Suffolk	so	disastrously	as	other	areas	of	the	country.		
Nevertheless	many	people	and	families	have	suffered	in	the	county	and	our	
hearts	are	with	them	as	they	deal	with	their	crises.	
	

Many	of	us	have	been	able	to	continue	life	pretty	much	as	normal	although	some	
of	our	activities	will	have	been	curtailed	and	ways	of	doing	things,	including	our	
worship,	have	changed.		Throughout	all	this	the	Church	has	been	constant	and	
available	to	all.		Our	Church	members	(clergy	and	lay	people)	have	been	able	to	
be	alongside	those	in	need	in	so	many	ways	whether	by	being	at	their	side,	at	the	
end	of	a	phone	call,	making	shopping	trips	or	providing	food	for	the	foodbanks	
across	the	town	and	beyond.	
	

We	have	so	much	to	be	thankful	for.		All	we	have	comes	from	our	generous	and	
gracious	God	and	we	are	asked	to	give	joyfully,	realistically	and	sacrificially	in	
response.			Part	of	this	means	providing	the	finance	for	the	Church	to	continue.			
	

We	are	so	often	aware	that	many	of	our	congregations	are	elderly	(I	include	
myself!)	but	we	have	been	less	exposed	to	the	financial	problems	than	our	
younger	people	have	been.		Some	of	those	have	lost	jobs	and	income	or	have	had	
severe	reductions	in	their	pay	packet.		Whilst	some	elderly	have	seen	a	reduction	
in	savings	and	investment	income,	on	the	whole	our	State	and	private	pensions	
have	remained	constant	and	even	increased.		Can	we	now	support	our	younger	
brothers	and	sisters	and	help	fill	the	gap	in	Church	finances	which	we	now	see?	
	

The	biblical	reference	for	us	is	to	tithe	10%	of	our	income	to	the	Church	–	these	
days	the	Church	suggests	that	we	give	5%	of	our	income	on	the	basis	that	we	give	
the	other	5%	to	the	variety	of	charities	which	we	support.		This	message	is	carried	
from	the	Old	Testament	to	the	New	when	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	reminds	us	that	
where	our	treasure	is,	there	are	our	hearts	also.		To	put	it	bluntly,	we	need	to	
give	more	if	the	Church	is	to	survive	as	we	know	it.		
	

	The	following	facts	may	be	helpful:	
	

• the	central	Church	is	giving	our	diocese	£600,000	this	year	to	help	defray	
our	loss	in	income	resulting	in	an	expected	deficit	of	£1.9	million.	



• a	couple	of	years	ago	we	reduced	Diocesan	expenditure	by	£500,000	p.a.		
There	is	no	more	room	for	further	cuts	as	we	would	become	an	
organisation	and	not	a	Church.	

• next	year	we	anticipate	that	this	Benefice	of	10	churches	will	be	asked	to	
contribute	a	similar	amount	in	Parish	Share	to	the	Diocese	as	for	this	year	
i.e.	in	the	region	of	£150,000.	

• all	the	money	which	we	pay	in	Parish	Share	is	returned	for	our	benefice	
benefit	to	pay	for	ministry	(our	clergy	and	curates	and	their	housing	costs)	
and	for	the	mission	of	the	Church.	

	

What	can	each	of	us	do	to	bring	our	giving	nearer	to	5%?			
How	will	we	respond?	

Michael	Wilde,	Treasurer,	St	John’s	
(a	former	Chairman	of	the	Diocesan	Board	of	Finance)	

_____________________________________________________________________________	

News	of	Maggie	and	Andy	Exon	
	
Maggie	 and	 Andy	 Exon	 returned	 to	 Australia	 from	 their	 Bury	 St	 Edmunds	
home	in	Peckham	Street,	near	St	 John's,	 in	the	summer	of	2019.	 	While	they	
were	 still	 here,	Maggie	had	 started	 to	have	 some	concerns	 for	her	memory.		
She	saw	her	GP	and	an	appointment	was	to	be	made	for	the	memory	clinic.		
	

They	journeyed	to	Australia	and	their	intention	was	to	return	here,	but	on	the	
journey	 over	 there	 Maggie	 became	 quite	 unwell	 and	 went	 straight	 into	 a	
psychiatric	unit	on	their	arrival.	
	

Unfortunately,	 the	 treatment	 she	 received	 wasn't	 the	 best	 and	 was	 very	
upsetting	 for	 them	 both.	 	 Following	 her	 stay	 there,	 a	 residential	 home	was	
found	 that	would	be	able	 to	help	with	her	kind	of	difficulty,	but	 that	wasn't	
suitable	either.			
	

Maggie	went	back	into	hospital	for	a	while	as	she	had	some	kind	of	infection.		
Meanwhile	 Andy	 searched	 for	 another	 residential	 home,	 which	 he	 hoped	
would	better	suit	her	needs.			
	

Maggie	 is	 now	 in	 a	 home	 that	 has	 a	 secure	 unit.	 	 This	 home	 is	 carefully	
assessing	her	needs.		Andy	hopes	that	Maggie	will	no	longer	be	treated	like	a	
lost	parcel.	
	

We	shall	continue	to	hold	them	both	in	our	prayers.	
Sara	Harper	



	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

All	Souls'	Service	
All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	

Next	Sunday	1st	November	at	3pm	
Lesley	Langley	has	distributed	to	all	our	churches	the	usual	annual	list	for	people	to	
write	(please	print!)	the	names	of	departed	loved	ones	they	wish	to	be	
remembered	at	the	All	Souls'	Service	at	All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	on	1st	
November	at	3pm.			It	should	now	be	prominently	in	place.	
		

Because	we	have	to	plan	the	service	and	attendance	around	Covid-19	restrictions,	
we	will	need	an	RSVP	from	our	congregations	this	year,	and	not	just	from	the	
departed	ones'	next-of-kin	who	receive	our	invitation.		This	means	a	second	list,	
which	you	need	to	sign	if	you	wish	to	come	to	the	service.	
		

Lesley	asks	Churches	to	get	back	to	her	with	the	names	for	reading	out	
and	also	the	numbers	who	wish	to	attend,	by	TODAY	Sunday	25th	
October	at	the	latest,	for	processing.						Email		la.langley@btinternet.com	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people	which		
you	can	submit	(with	permission)	as	an	email	attachment?		

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome		
and	can	include	photographs	and	illustrations.			

Please	send	them	to	Adrian	Mann:				
adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


