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Christ	the	King	
Ezekiel	34.11-16;			Ephesians1.15-23;			Matthew	25.31-46	
	

The	 last	 Sunday	of	 the	 church’s	year	 is	 celebrated	as	 the	 feast	of	Christ	 the	King.			
It’s	a	twentieth	century	festival,	which	Anglicans	started	to	keep	in	1970.		
	 		

Although	there	are	fewer	kings	around	the	world,	as	so	many	countries	now	have	
presidents,	yet	there	remains	a	great	longing	for	people	to	be	ruled	justly	and	fairly	
by	 those	 in	 authority.	 Recent	 events	 in	 the	 United	 States,	 here	 in	 the	 UK	 and	
elsewhere	remind	us	it's	important	for	leaders	to	be	just	and	wise	in	their	actions.		
So	the	feast	of	Christ	the	King	asks	us	to	consider	the	true	meaning	of	kingship	and	
authority	and	our	own	response	to	it.		But	Christ	the	King	is	not	an	ordinary	king.	
	

In	keeping	the	festival	of	Christ	the	King,	we	are	seeking	the	grace	of	God	to	help	us	
to	allow	Jesus	our	King	 to	reign	 in	our	hearts,	 in	our	minds	and	 in	our	wills.	 	We	
have	also	been	keeping	the	Kingdom	season	over	the	last	month.		We	get	a	taste	of	
God’s	kingdom	whenever	we	find	the	kingdom	values	of	justice,	peace	and	joy.		And	
we	look	for	the	coming	of	God’s	kingdom	too.	 	We	do	this	every	time	we	pray	the	
Lord’s	 Prayer	 and	 say	 ‘thy	 kingdom	 come,	 thy	 will	 be	 done	 on	 earth	 as	 it	 is	 in	
heaven.’	 	We	say	this	so	often,	so	it's	easy	to	forget	what	a	revolutionary	thing	we	
are	seeking:	the	values	of	God’s	kingdom	are	rarely	found	in	our	world	today.		
	

The	feast	of	Christ	the	King	is	important	not	least	because	it	makes	us	ask	ourselves	
the	question,	 ‘Just	who	 is	 in	 charge	 of	my	 life,	 is	 it	me	or	 is	 it	 Christ?	 	Who	 is	 in	
charge	of	my	money	and	my	possessions,	everything	that	I	have,	everything	that	I	
am	-	is	it	me	or	is	it	Christ?			Thinking	about	all	this	is	actually	very	countercultural.		
	

This	 is	because	our	money	and	what	we	do	with	 it	 is	 for	many	of	us	an	 intensely	
private	matter.		It	has	been	said	that	if	you	really	want	to	know	what	is	important	
to	 someone,	 you	 can	do	no	 better	 than	 to	 look	 at	 their	 bank	 statements	 –	which	
usually	have	 ‘private	and	confidential’	printed	on	them.	 	We	seek	to	help	 Jesus	 to	
carry	out	his	work	today	and	our	financial	giving	is	an	important	part	of	this.			
	

And	 yet,	 as	we	 give,	we	 are	 doing	 this,	 not	 simply	 as	 individuals,	 but	 as	 a	 group	
because	we	are	part	of	the	church,	the	ecclesia,	the	body	of	Christ	in	the	world.		We	
belong	to	him,	we	are	his	people,	his	sheep.	 	And	sheep	are	utterly	dependent	on	
their	 shepherd	who	 takes	 care	 of	 them.	 	 So	 our	 readings	 today	 encourage	 us	 to	
think	about	the	idea	of	the	King	as	a	shepherd	of	his	people.			
	

In	ancient	civilizations	this	shepherd	king	concept	was	quite	common.		Our	passage	
from	Ezekiel	tells	us	of	the	God	of	Israel	looking	for	his	sheep,	and	that	he	will	get	



rid	of	any	bad	shepherds,	those	rulers	who	do	not	care	for	his	people	properly,	but	
are	simply	exploiting	them.		Does	that	ring	any	bells	for	us	today?		Much	later	Jesus	
was	to	speak	of	himself	as	the	good	shepherd,	the	one	who	knows	his	sheep.	
	

Our	 reading	 from	 Ephesians	 reminds	 us	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 Jesus	 as	 the	 head	 of	 his	
church.		Jesus	is	described	as	being	a	great	king,	seated	in	heaven,	an	awe-inspiring	
figure.	 	And	yet	he	knows	us	all,	 intimately,	better	 than	we	know	ourselves.	 	Not	
one	of	us,	his	sheep,	escapes	his	loving	attention.		It’s	quite	a	thought,	to	reflect	that	
our	 King	 knows	 everything	 about	 our	 inner	 difficulties,	 which	 we	 all	 have	 from	
time	to	time,	as	well	as	the	good	things	that	happen	to	us.		
	

And	what	we	do	with	our	money	and	possessions	can	be	a	struggle.		For	those	of	us	
whose	 income	 has	 been	 affected	 by	 the	 pandemic	 it	 can	 be	 hard,	 because	 the	
society	in	which	we	live	sets	a	good	deal	of	store	on	what	we	have	and	on	what	we	
want.	 	We’re	not	 called	 consumers	 for	nothing,	 and	 sometimes	 it	 seems	as	 if	 our	
money	 and	 possessions	 are	 what	 give	 us	 an	 identity	 or	 status.	 	 Just	 look	 at	 the	
advertising	for	Black	Friday	and	Christmas	going	on	at	the	moment.		We	are	being	
encouraged	to	buy	things	whether	we	need	them	or	not.		
	

But	today	we	are	being	countercultural.		As	we	celebrate	the	feast	of	Christ	the	King	
we	are	to	remember	that,	actually,	we	don’t	own	anything.		As	Christians,	we	believe	
that	everything	belongs	to	Christ	and	we	only	have	the	use	of	 it	 for	a	while.	 	This	
applies	to	each	one	of	us,	no	matter	how	great	or	small	our	resources	may	be.		
	

Then	 in	 our	 gospel	 reading	 we	 have	 this	 quite	 uncomfortable	 account	 of	 Jesus	
coming	 in	his	 glory.	 	 This	 shepherd	king	 separates	 the	 sheep	 from	 the	 goats	 and	
gives	judgement	on	all	nations.		That	includes	all	of	us.		We	shall	all	have	to	answer	
for	what	 sort	 of	 stewards	we	were,	 for	 how	we	used	 the	 resources	we	had	been	
given	to	enable	us	to	carry	out	works	of	love	and	kindness	and	to	relieve	suffering.		
	

This	is	all	practical	stuff	–	feeding	the	hungry,	clothing	the	naked,	taking	care	of	the	
sick	 and	 so	 on.	 The	 lockdown	 has	 affected	 many	 who	 need	 help.	 And	 most	
surprising	and	wonderful	of	all,	we	are	told	that	if	we	do	these	acts	of	charity,	we	
are	doing	 them	 to	Christ	himself,	Christ	 the	King,	whose	 throne	 is	 the	 cross	with	
Pilate's	 inscription	 above	 his	 head	 proclaiming	 his	 kingship.	 	 And	 if	we	 don’t	 do	
these	caring	actions,	well,	we	are	not	doing	them	to	Christ.			
	

All	of	these	actions	involve	some	expenditure,	some	sharing	of	resources	and	some	
effort	on	our	part	 to	serve	Christ	 the	Shepherd	King.	 	May	everything	that	we	do,	
and	 all	 that	 we	 are,	 show	 forth	 Christ	 the	 King	 continuing	 his	 work	 of	 love	 and	
salvation,	both	in	our	own	church	and	in	the	wider	church	today	and	in	the	future.			
	

Julia	Mann	



Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches	
SERVICES	

We	are	sorry	-	under	the	terms	of	the	current	coronavirus	lockdown	public	
worship	 cannot	 take	 place	 in	 our	 churches.	 	Here	 are	 details	 of	 our	 Zoom	
gathering,	live-streamed	worship,	and	churches	open	for	private	prayer.	
	

CHURCH	ZOOM	GATHERING	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	our	Church	Zoom	Gathering		
at	11am	on	Sundays.				

To	do	so,	please	email	Claire	for	the	link	at			
	clairerose1953@gmail.com	

	

LIVE-STREAMED	WORSHIP	
The	Parish	Eucharist	from	St	John's	is	now	being	live-streamed		

every	Sunday	at	11am	on	Facebook		@StJohnsBSE	
Worship	from	St	George's	is	available	on	Facebook	on	Sunday	mornings	

@RevatSaintGeorges		
The	services	are	also	posted	onto	the	website		

www.northburychurches.org.uk		
	

OPEN	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYER	
St	John	the	Evangelist,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																			11am-3pm	daily				

Collection	point	available	for	donations	to	the	Gatehouse	foodbank	
St	Mary,	West	Stow																																																				9-10.30am	on	Wednesdays		

and	10-11am	on	1st	and	3rd	Sundays.	
For	access	at	other	times	please	contact		

Ian	Hobley	(01284	728745)	or	Paul	Luke	(01284	729654)	
All	Saints,	Bury	St	Edmunds								Sundays	2-4pm,	Wednesdays	10am-12noon	
Fornham	All	Saints																	 	 	 	 														open	every	Sunday	
St	Andrew,	Timworth																															contact	Alison	Pettitt	(01284	728379)	
St	Lawrence,	Lackford																														contact	Harry	Lidster	(01284	728876)	
Fornham	St	Martin																																					contact	Beryl	Dykes		(01284	704109)	

or	David	Yates	(01284	705157)	
St	George,	Bury	St	Edmunds							contact	the	Revd	Val	Gagen	(01284	361963)	
St	Mary,	Culford		&		St	Catherine,	Flempton																														

	contact	numbers	are	in	the	porch	



The	Li	Tim-Oi	Foundation	seeks	to	extend	global	reach	
A	foundation	named	after	the	first	woman	to	be	ordained	in	the	Anglican	
Communion	is	seeking	to	expand	its	geographic	spread	in	its	mission	to	support	
women	training	as	priests,	evangelists,	youth	and	community	workers,	nurses,	
teachers	and	theological	advisors	in	the	Anglican	
Communion.	

	

Dr	Li	Tim-Oi	was	already	serving	as	a	deacon	in	the	
the	Macau	Protestant	Chapel	when	the	Bishop	of	
Victoria,	Ronald	Hall,	irregularly	–	and	controversially	
–	ordained	her	as	a	priest	on	25	January	1944.		His	
actions	were	in	response	to	a	crisis	among	Anglican	
Christians	in	China	caused	by	the	Japanese	invasion.		
After	the	Second	World	War,	Dr	Tim-Oi	resigned	her	
licence	–	but	not	her	priestly	orders;	and	was	able	to	
resume	her	ordained	ministry	30	years	later	having	
moved	to	Canada,	one	of	the	first	provinces	of	the	
Anglican	Communion	to	ordain	women	to	the	
priesthood.		The	illustration	shows	a	new	stained	glass	
window	in	Grace	Church-on-the-Hill,	Toronto,	Canada,	
depicting	Dr	Li	Tim-Oi	and	Archbishop	Desmond	Tutu.	
	

The	Li	Tim-Oi	Foundation	was	established	in	her	
memory	in	1994	to	enable	Anglican	women	in	the	developing	world	receive	
support	for	training.		In	the	past	26	years,	the	Foundation	has	given	grants	to	over	
500	women	for	training	in	a	variety	of	ordained	and	lay	roles.		Amongst	them	is	

Christina	du	Nana,	illustrated,	from	Shandong	
Province	in	North	East	China.	Nana’s	research	
on	the	book	of	Isaiah	took	her	to	Glasgow,	
Edinburgh,	Oxford	and	Cambridge.		Having	
finished	her	study	of	Isaiah,	she	will	be	
returning	to	the	Provincial	seminary	in	Jinan	
where	she	will	teach	Old	Testament	to	future	
pastors	of	the	post-denominational	Protestant	
church.		Because	Confucius	was	born	nearby	in	
Qufu,	the	church	is	considering	how	best	to	
relate	the	Christian	Gospel	to	Confucian	teaching	
and	ethics.	Nana’s	ministry	will	also	probably	

include	continuing	biblical	research	and	work	on	the	contextualisation	of	the	
Gospel	in	a	Confucian	cultural	setting.	
	

The	women	supported	by	the	Foundation	call	themselves	“the	daughters	of		
Li	Tim-Oi”.			The	foundation	is	now	seeking	to	expand	its	reach	beyond	its	East	
Africa	stronghold	to	Asia,	South	America,	the	Caribbean,	and	other	places	within	
the	Anglican	Communion.	

 

 



																																																										FROM	THE	REGISTERS	
Holy	Baptism	
25	October..........George	Robert	Stewart	Starnes.........................................................Culford	
Funerals	and	Memorial	Services		...			WSC	=	West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
22	September....	Eric	Foster.................................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
2	October...........Barbara	Joyce	Head...................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
9	October...........Cecil	Arthur	Jay.......................................All	Saints	Bury	/	Borough	Cemetery		
12	October.........Kenneth	Horace	Dakin...................................................WSC	(All	Saints	Bury)	
13	October.........Gladys	Joan	Mills.......................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
14	October.........Flora	Stemp..........................................................West	Suffolk	Crematorium	
14	October.........John	Edward	Castle.................................Fornham	All	Saints	(All	Saints	Bury)	
16	October	........Monica	Vaughan-Williams.............................................WSC	(All	Saints	Bury)	
23	October.........Grace	Eastwood.....................................................WSC	(Fornham	St	Martin)	
3	November.......Frederick	Buxton.......................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
10	November.....Russell	Cook........................................................................................Culford	
12	November.....Daphne	Godliman.....................................................................WSC	(Culford)	
13	November.....Gillian	Carolyn	Clarke.....................................................WSC	(All	Saints	Bury)	
19	November.....David	Garnham.........................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
20	November.....Jack	Stanley	Moore........................................................WSC	(All	Saints	Bury)	
25	November.....Marie	Jean	Isaac...................................................................WSC	(St	George)	
26	November.....Pamela	Mary	Berry...................................................................WSC	(St	John)	
9	December.......Anne	Elizabeth	Cook..........................................Borough	Cemetery	(Culford)	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

TRIBUTE	TO	MARGARET	ADE																David	Yates	
	

Following	the	burial	of	our	beloved	Margaret’s	ashes,	with	husband	Ron’s,	in	the	
churchyard	on	20th	October,	we	discussed	with	sons	Steve	and	Derek	suggestions	to	
put	something	in	church	in	her	memory	and	agreed	a	new	red	altar	curtain	would	very	
suitable.		Sylvia	Hilton	has	completed	making	it	up,	and	Steve	and	Derek	wish	to	
donate	it	to	the	church.		Our	thanks	to	
them	all.		It	is	a	really	suitable	red,	in	a	
Tudor	Rose	design,	featuring	a	Rose	
and	Crown,	the	Rose	being	an	early	
Christian	Symbol.		The	design	pattern	
is	known	as	St	Margaret,	which	makes	
it	even	more	fitting	and	eminently	
suitable.		It	will	undoubtedly	enhance	
the	altar	appearance,	as	the	focal	point	
of	the	church,	making	a	constant	
reminder	of	a	loving	and	faithful	
member	of	St	Martin's	Church.	
		

Due	to	the	current	lockdown,	our	next			service	will	not	be	until	10am	on	Sunday	
13th	December.		At	the	service	the	Revd	Sylvia	Bareham	will	bless	the	curtain,	and	
Steve	and	Derek	have	been	invited	to	join	us.	

 



Malcolm	Guite	on	Christ	the	King	
	

We	come	now	to	a	feast	of	Ends	and	Beginnings!		This	Sunday	is	the	last	Sunday	
in	the	cycle	of	the	Christian	year,	which	ends	with	the	feast	of	Christ	the	King,	and	
the	following	Sunday	we	begin	our	journey	through	time	to	eternity	once	more,	
with	the	first	Sunday	of	Advent.		We	might	expect	the	Feast	of	Christ	the	King	to	
end	the	year	with	climactic	images	of	Christ	
enthroned	in	Glory,	seated	high	above	all	rule	
and	authority,	one	before	whom	every	knee	
shall	bow,	and	of	course	those	are	powerful	and	
important	images,	images	of	our	humanity	
brought	by	him	to	the	throne	of	the	Heavens.		
		

But	alongside	such	images	we	must	also	set	
the	passage	in	Matthew	(25:31-46)	in	which	
Christ	reveals	that	even	as	He	is	enthroned	in	
Glory,	the	King	who	comes	to	judge	at	the	end	of	
the	ages,	he	is	also	the	hidden	King,	hidden	
beneath	the	rags	and	even	in	the	flesh	of	his	
poor	here	on	earth.	
	

Here	is	a	sonnet	written	in	response	to	the	gospel	reading	for	the	feast	of	Christ	
the	King.		It	comes	at	the	end	of	my	sequence	'Sounding	the	Seasons',	published	
by	Canterbury	Press.	

	 	 Our	King	is	calling	from	the	hungry	furrows	
	 	 Whilst	we	are	cruising	through	the	aisles	of	plenty,	
	 	 Our	hoardings	screen	us	from	the	man	of	sorrows,	
	 	 Our	soundtracks	drown	his	murmur:	‘I	am	thirsty’.	
	 	 He	stands	in	line	to	sign	in	as	a	stranger	
	 	 And	seek	a	welcome	from	the	world	he	made,	
	 	 We	see	him	only	as	a	threat,	a	danger,	
	 	 He	asks	for	clothes,	we	strip-search	him	instead.	
	 	 And	if	he	should	fall	sick	then	we	take	care	
	 	 That	he	does	not	infect	our	private	health,	
	 	 We	lock	him	in	the	prisons	of	our	fear	
	 	 Lest	he	unlock	the	prison	of	our	wealth.	
	 	 But	still	on	Sunday	we	shall	stand	and	sing	
	 	 The	praises	of	our	hidden	Lord	and	King.	

 



A	reminder	of	your	contact	points	...	
MINISTRY	TEAM	CONTACTS	
Revd	Val	Gagen		(House	for	Duty	Team	Vicar)			01284	361963			rev.valgagen@gmail.com		
Revd	Julia	Mann		(Assistant	Priest	SSM)			01284	753984			jc.mann@btinternet.com	(rest	day	Thursday)	
Revd	Miriam	Webb		(Assistant	Curate	SSM)			01284	704593			webbmiriamm@gmail.com			(rest	day	Fri	or	Sat)	
Revd	Bob	Torrens	&	Revd	Marianne	Atkinson			(PTO)		01284	752075			torrensatkinson@aol.com	
Revd	Sylvia	Bareham		(PTO)			01284	724899					sylviabareham27@gmail.com						
Revd	Jenny	Vereker		(PTO)			01284	701918						j.vereker@btinternet.com	
Revd	Canon	Tim	Jones		(Associate	Priest)			01284	729148	/	07468	474065			
																																																																																				tim.jones@cofesuffolk.org		(on	study	leave	until	January	2021)	
Adrian	Mann		(Reader)			01284	753984			adrian.mann@btinternet.com			(rest	day	Thursday)	

CHURCHWARDENS	
St	John's	
							Sara	Harper			harper.sara@talk21.com			07984	513401	
							Janet	Catton			janet.catton@btinternet.com			01284	615656	
St	George's	
							Jim	Stott	(Deputy)			papawagga@yahoo.co.uk			01284	768714	
All	Saints'	Bury	
							Claire	Rose			clairerose1953@gmail.com			01284	724497	
							Katie	Orchard			katieorchard@btinternet.com			01284	769897	
Culford	
							Joy	Childs			roverj9@outlook.com			01284	728375	
							Marcus	King			marcusking682@msn.com			01284	787725	
Flempton	
							Jean	Lindsay			jean@ilindsay.co.uk			01284	728792	
Fornham	All	Saints	
							Judy	Conolly			judy.conolly@mac.com			01294	489338	
Fornham	St	Martin	cum	St	Genevieve	
							Beryl	Dykes			beryldykes@outlook.com			01284	704109	
							David	Yates			dyates11@hotmail.co.uk			01284	705157	
Lackford	
							Harry	Lidster			harrylidster@waitrose.com			01284	728876	
							John	Sadler			j.f.sadler@gmail.com			01284	729565	
Timworth	
							Roland	Nice			rolynice@msn.com			01284	735797	
							Alison	Pettitt			alison_pettit@msn.com			01284	728379	
West	Stow	
							Ian	Hobley			ianhobley@btinternet.com			01284	728745	
							Paul	Luke	(Acting)			paul.luke53@hotmail.co.uk			01284	729654	

LAY	ELDERS	
							Carol	Allard	(Timworth)			01284	752781			silverbirch50@hotmail.com	
							Gail	Bate	(Lark	Valley)			01284	728406			gailbate@btinternet.com	

PARISH	SAFEGUARDING	OFFICERS		
							Valerie	Axton	(All	Saints	Bury	/	St	George)			01284	747238	
							Sarah	Cooledge	(Lark	Valley)		01284	760394						Sara	Harper	(St	John)			07984	513401	

TEAM	SECRETARY	
							Lesley	Langley			la.langley@btinternet.com			01284	705687		

WEBSITE	www.northburychurches.org.uk		and	VIRAL	BULLETIN		
								Adrian	Mann  	adrian.mann@btinternet.com	



	
	
	

The	Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Team	Ministry	
has	a	vacancy	for	a	

Communications	and	Bookings	
Co-ordinator	

to	enhance	communications	and	provide	administrative	support		
for	the	ten	parishes	that	make	up	the	team.	

	

The	role	is	for	15	hours	per	week	
with	an	annual	salary	of	£7,800.	

	

Previous	administration	experience	with	excellent	verbal	and	
written	communication	skills	are	essential	as	well	as	good	IT	

knowledge	including	some	web-editing	experience.	
	

The	position	is	based	at	All	Saints’	Church,	Bury	St	Edmunds,	but	
some	travel	to	the	other	churches	may	be	necessary.	

	

Please	apply	to	Astreas013@gmail.com			
for	a	full	job	description	and	application	form.		
Deadline	for	responses	is	30th	November.	

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people	which		
you	can	submit	(with	permission)	as	an	email	attachment?		

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome	and	can	include		
photographs	and	illustrations.		Please	send	them	to	Adrian	Mann:				

adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


