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The	Baptism	of	Christ	
Mark	1.4-11		
The	sequence	of	Gospel	readings	for	this	season	of	Epiphany	is	a	bit	
untidy.		From	the	Epiphany	Gospel	itself	(the	arrival	of	the	Magi)	we	
move	straight	on	to	events	in	Our	Lord’s	adult	life,	his	Baptism,	the	call	of	
the	Disciples	and	the	wedding	at	Cana,	before	returning	to	his	infancy	
and	Presentation	in	the	Temple	which	we	know	as	Candlemas.	
		

This	Sunday	we	have	the	earliest	account	of	his	Baptism	with	which	St	
Mark	begins	his	Gospel.		John	the	Baptist	prepares	the	way	of	the	Lord	by	
urging	people	to	submit	to	his	baptism	in	the	river	Jordan	as	a	sign	of	
their	repentance.		The	Christ,	when	he	came,	would	baptise	them	with	
the	Holy	Spirit.			
	

The	other	evangelists	tell	of	a	conversation	between	Jesus	and	the	
Baptist,	who	protests	his	unworthiness	to	baptise	him;	perhaps	they	
added	this	by	way	of	an	explanation.		But	Mark	simply	relates	that	Jesus	
came	from	Nazareth	to	be	baptised,	without	telling	us	why.		Why?		It	is	a	
reasonable	question.		As	Mark	has	made	clear,	John’s	baptism	was	one	of	
repentance	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.		Of	all	people	on	earth	Our	Lord,	
being	sinless,	needed	no	such	baptism	–	and	yet	he	came.			
	

At	that	time	there	was	no	actual	religious	rite	of	baptism.		Certainly	there	
were	various	occasions	of	ceremonial	washing,	as	in	the	worship	of	the	
Temple,	a	sign	that	things	were	being	done	decently	and	in	order,	but	
these	were	private,	being	restricted	to	the	officiants.		Baptism	in	the	
Jordan	was	anything	but	private.		Women	did	their	washing	in	it,	cattle	
drank	from	it,	children	played	and	swam	in	it,	and	centuries	earlier,	
Naaman	the	Syrian	had	turned	up	his	nose	at	it	because	it	was	just	like	
any	other	river	carrying	life-giving	water	to	a	thirsty	land.			
	

But	Our	Lord	insisted	that	he	should	be	baptised	in	it	as	an	act	of	
solidarity	with	all	for	whom	he	had	been	born	to	save.		It	was,	we	might	
say,	simply	“the	right	thing	to	do”	-	and	that	would	be	putting	it	mildly,	
because	as	he	stepped	out	of	the	water	there	came	the	voice	from	heaven	
affirming	him	as	the	beloved	son,	with	whom	his	Father	was	well	
pleased.			What	an	Epiphany	that	was!				
	

It	was	then	that	the	Holy	Spirit	descended	upon	the	Son.		And	now	the	
Church	baptises	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	



Spirit.			On	this	Festival	of	the	Baptism	of	Christ,	the	Eastern	Church	
performs	the	“Blessing	of	the	Waters,”	often	on	a	river	bank	or	by	the	
seashore.		This	festival	proclaims	that	water	itself	was	sanctified	the	
moment	Our	Lord	set	foot	in	the	river	Jordan:	
	

	 “The	True	Light	has	appeared	and	enlightens	us	all.	
	 Christ	who	is	above	all	purity	is	baptised	with	us.	
	 He	sanctifies	water	and	it	becomes	a	cleansing	for	our	souls.	
	 The	outward	sign	is	earthly;		
	 	 	 the	inner	grace	is	higher	than	the	heavens.	
	 Salvation	comes	through	washing		
	 	 	 and	through	water	comes	the	Spirit.	
	 Descending	into	water,	we	ascend	to	God.	
	 Wonderful	are	thy	works,	O	Lord	:	Glory	be	to	thee	!”	

	Bob	Torrens	
	
	

	



Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches					SERVICES	THIS	WEEK		
Sunday	10th	January		Baptism	of	Christ	/	1st	Sunday	of	Epiphany		
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(CW)																																							All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30pm							Parish	Communion	(CW)																																				St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
10.00am	 Eucharist	(CW)	 	 																																																																									Lackford	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																																														St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Tuesday	12th	January																
		8.30am	 Morning	Prayer																																																				St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Wednesday	13th	January		
		9.30am		 Eucharist		(CW)																																																									St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Thursday	14th	January		
		9.30am		 Holy	Communion	(CW)																																										All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Friday	15th	January		
		7.30am		 Eucharist	(CW)																																																										St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Sunday	17th	January		2nd	Sunday	of	Epiphany		
		8.00am							Holy	Communion	(BCP)																																																																													Lackford	
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(BCP)																																						All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30pm							Parish	Communion	(CW)																																				St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am							Mattins	(BCP)																																																																																												Timworth	
10.00am	 worship@weststow	 																																																																					West	Stow	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																																														St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
	

There	are	no	services	at	present	at	Culford,	Fornham	All	Saints	or	Fornham	St	Martin.	
	

CHURCH	ZOOM	GATHERING	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	our	Church	Zoom	Gathering	at	11am	on	Sundays	

To	do	so,	please	email	Claire	for	the	link	at			clairerose1953@gmail.com		
	

LIVE-STREAMED	WORSHIP	
The	Parish	Eucharist	from	St	John's	every	Sunday	at	11am	on	Facebook			@StJohnsBSE	
The	service	is	then	posted	onto	the	benefice	website			www.northburychurches.org.uk		

	

OPEN	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYER	
St	John	the	Evangelist,	Bury	St	Edmunds							Gatehouse	foodbank	collection	point								11am-3pm	daily				
St	Mary,	West	Stow																														9-10.30am	on	Wednesdays	and	10-11am	on	1st	and	3rd	Sundays	

For	access	at	other	times	please	contact	Ian	Hobley	(01284	728745)	or	Paul	Luke	(01284	729654)	
Fornham	All	Saints																 	 	 	 	 											contact	Judy	Conolly	(01284	489338)	
St	Andrew,	Timworth																																																																													contact	Alison	Pettitt	(01284	728379)	
St	Lawrence,	Lackford																																																																												contact	Harry	Lidster	(01284	728876)	
Fornham	St	Martin																											contact	Beryl	Dykes		(01284	704109)	or	David	Yates	(01284	705157)	
St	George,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																																					contact	the	Revd	Val	Gagen	(01284	361963)	
St	Mary,	Culford		&		St	Catherine,	Flempton																																												contact	numbers	are	in	the	porch	



Scarecrow	Nativity	at	West	Stow	
	

	
	

		 	
	

		 	
	

With	thanks	to	Ian	Hobley	



 
	

REWILDING	
Andy	Lester,	A	Rocha	UK’s	Head	of	Conservation,	comments	on	the	growing	
number	of	rewilding	initiatives	and	why	they	are	so	important	for	nature	and	
people.		
	
2020	saw	positive	steps	forward	in	attempts	to	reintroduce	lost	species	to	the	UK	
and	‘rewild’	parts	of	the	country:	
-	news	of	a	pair	of	golden	eagles	successfully	rearing	a	chick	at	a	rewilding	estate	
in	the	Scottish	Highlands	for	the	first	time	in	40	years.	
-	the	endangered	large	blue	butterfly	successfully	reintroduced	in	Gloucestershire	
for	the	first	time	in	more	than	a	century.	
-	the	successful	reintroduction	of	red	kites,	with	over	10,000	confirmed	in	the	
Chilterns	Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty,	from	just	13	young	red	kites	from	
Spain	introduced	thirty	years	ago	in	July	1990.	
-	the	government	granting	a	group	of	beavers	located	in	Devon	the	‘right	to	
remain’	permanently	after	a	five-year	reintroduction	trial	showing	that	their	
dam-building	activities	were	good	for	wildlife.		Devon	Wildlife	Trust	called	the	
decision	“the	most	groundbreaking	government	decision	for	England’s	wildlife	for	
a	generation.”			
	
Rewilding	is	gathering	pace	in	the	UK,	and	it	needs	to.		The	UK	has	one	of	the	
most	impoverished	landscapes	in	Western	Europe.			According	to	the	Wildlife	
Trusts	we	have	lost	over	97%	of	our	wildflower	meadows.			The	British	Trust	for	
Ornithology	indicates	that	40	million	birds	have	vanished	since	the	early	1970s,	
with	the	losses	of	insects	in	the	same	period	equally	alarming.			Against	such	dire	
data,	the	need	for	a	revolutionary	landscape-scale	approach	is	vital.			“Rewilding”	
is	an	attempt	to	bring	landscape-scale	change	to	key	areas	of	the	planet.		
	
Up	and	down	the	country	new	initiatives	are	creating	extraordinary	opportunities	
for	nature.		Ennerdale	in	the	Lake	District;		the	Knepp	Estate	in	Sussex,	home	of	
visionary	leaders	Charlie	Burrell	and	Isabelle	Tree;		Langholm	in	Dumfries	and	
Galloway	where	the	community	is	planning	to	buy	a	huge	upland	area	from	the	



Duke	of	Buccleuch	and	the	stunning	Avalon	Marshes	Project	in	the	Somerset	
Levels.			

You	may	have	heard	of	Derek	Gow.		Gow	is	a	farmer,	conservationist	and	writer	
with	a	passion	for	restoring	wild	landscapes	to	the	heart	of	the	UK.		He	is	one	of	a	
growing	number	of	landowners	with	a	vision	to	see	Britain	rewilded	and	restored.		
Gow’s	own	vision	for	change	started	back	in	1995,	when	he	bought	fish	from	a	
farm	in	Hampshire	to	support	a	programme	to	restore	water	voles	and	their	
habitats	on	his	land.			He	noticed	the	waterways	naturally	begin	to	silt	up	and	it	
made	him	think	about	the	role	beaver	historically	played	in	the	European	
landscape	and	in	water	management.			In	1997,	Gow	drove	all	the	way	to	Poland	
to	pick	up	his	first	batch	of	beavers	to	help	him		
	

	
	
manage	the	ponds	for	water	vole.		His	love	affair	with	rewilding	had	begun.		The	
55	year	old	has	now	released	over	25,000	water	voles	and	dozens	of	beavers.	
	
Gow	has	owned	his	current	farm	since	2005	and	with	growing	confidence	has	
turned	his	hand	to	other	species;	Heck	cattle,	wildcat	and	white	stork.		The	idea	
of	wildcat	and	beaver	roaming	Devon’s	countryside	and	rivers	may	not	be	
everyone’s	cup	of	tea.		But	in	the	face	of	such	alarming	downward	trends	for	
nature	globally	and	specifically	in	the	UK,	Gow,	Burrell	and	many	others	are	
pioneers	in	a	time	where	there	are	many	reasons	to	have	doubt	and	fear.		
	
Government	policy	for	farms,	food	and	wildlife	as	we	leave	the	EU	is	to	support	
farmers	to	look	after	the	countryside	for	nature	and	people.		Much	of	the	detail	is	
as	yet	unclear	and	farmers	are	understandably	nervous	at	the	lack	of	clarity.		
There	will	be	big	changes	for	many,	whatever	happens.		But	experiments	in	
rewilding	suggest	there	could	be,	for	many,	a	viable	way	forward	which	combines	
food	production	with	a	radical	restoration	of	our	nature.	



News	from	St	George’s																																														Maz	Callaby	

 
	
St	George’s	was	 lucky	enough	 to	be	given	a	grant	 to	help	with	 the	 renovation	of	our	
kitchen.		We	would	like	to	be	able	to	utilise	it	for	meetings	and	possible	lettings	in	the	
future.		We	had	some	units	donated	by	a	member	of	the	congregation	when	she	had	a	
replacement	kitchen	and	Jim	and	Richard	installed	them.		But	that	still	left	us	without	a	
hot	water	 system.	 	 So	 Jim	organised	 some	quotes	and	we	settled	on	King’s	Electrical	
and	 a	 new	 boiler	 and	 hot	water	 system	 is	 now	 in	 place,	 thanks	 to	 a	 grant	 from	 the	
Derek	Marsden	 Legacy.	 	What	 a	 difference	 to	have	hot	water	 on	 tap,	 bliss,	 no	more	
constant	kettle	boiling.		So	a	big	thank	you	to	all	concerned.	
	

We	had	a	lovely	Christingle/Nativity	service	on	the	Sunday	before	Christmas	when	we	
would	normally	hold	our	Carols	and	Readings	Service	 (see	above	picture).	 	 Thanks	 to	
Rev	Val	we	had	an	interesting	chocolate	related	version	of	the	nativity	and	could	take	it	
home	afterwards.		It	was	well	attended	and	social	distanced	but	the	Carol	singing	was	
sadly	missing.	 	On	Christmas	Day	we	had	a	short	Eucharist	Service	 led	by	Rev	Val	and	
we	sang	carols	outside,	which	was	very	much	enjoyed	by	all	who	participated.	
	

It	has	been	very	strange	year	for	us	all	not	being	able	to	participate	in	the	usual	fund	
raising	 and	 social	 events,	 but	 with	 a	 new	 year	 dawning	 bringing	 us	 hope	 ‘and	 the	
vaccine’	we	can	meet	properly	again	in	the	not	too	distant	future.			
	

May	you	all	have	a	peaceful,	healthy	New	Year.	



Masks		
–	are	you	wearing	yours	correctly?		

	
Now	we	are	in	lockdown	again	we	all	need	to	make	sure	that	we	are	
wearing	our	masks	correctly.			This	helps	to	prevent	the	spread	of	
droplets	from	our	nose	and	mouth,	which	could	contain	coronavirus.		
	
Have	a	look	at	this	very	short	video	on	the	BBC	website.		
	
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/explainers-53517968	
	
There’s	lots	more	information	on	coronavirus	in	the	Health	section	of	the	
BBC	website.		

	

	

Keep	yourself	and	others	safe	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

DO	 YOU	HAVE	 any	 photos	 of	 your	 church	 and	 people	which	 you	
can	submit	(with	permission)	as	an	email	attachment?		

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome		
and	can	include	photographs	and	illustrations.			

Please	send	them	to	Adrian	Mann:			adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


