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Second	Sunday	before	Advent	
Matthew	25:14-30	
	
We	call	this	the	Parable	of	the	Talents.		In	English,	that's	an	interesting	pun.			
	

The	Greek	word	'talent'	originally	meant	a	balance	or	scale,	then	it	became	
the	thing	that	was	weighed,	then	a	specific	weight	and	then	a	sum	of	money:	
quite	a	large	sum.		A	silver	talent	was	worth	around	6,000	denarii:	six	
thousand	days'	wages	for	a	labourer.		So	those	who	doubled	the	amount	did	
very	well	...	
	

What	we	have	in	the	story	are	coins,	not	skills	or	innate	gifts.		But	the	pun	in	
English	forms	an	analogy.		For	in	English	the	primary	meaning	of	a	talent,	the	
Oxford	English	Dictionary	tells	us,	means	'Power	or	ability	of	mind	or	body	
viewed	as	something	divinely	entrusted	to	a	person	for	use	and	
improvement.'		That	comes	directly	from	this	parable,	where	money	forms	a	
direct	expression	of	ability	and	character.	
	

If	we	identify	with	the	slaves,	we	are	asked	to	do	what	we	are	told	while	the	
master	is	away,	to	make	good	use	of	the	time	while	we	wait,	and	to	be	ready	
for	when	he	returns.		All	well	and	good,	but	then	it	gets	difficult.		It	seems	that	
aggressive	trading	and	risk-taking,	even	unethical,	actions	are	to	be	
rewarded,	but	being	cautious	and	careful	are	not.		In	fact,	they	are	to	be	
punished.		The	third	slave	is	roundly	ticked	off	for	not	investing	the	money	
with	unregulated	money	changers,	which	would	have	been	a	highly	risky	
business,	going	on	as	it	did	outside	the	Jewish	law.			
	

This	master	seems	a	bit	unnerving,	as	the	common	assumption	is	that	we	
should	be	thinking	of	him	as	the	mouthpiece	of	God	or	of	Jesus.		Yet	the	third	
slave	describes	him	to	his	face	as	'a	harsh	man,	reaping	what	you	did	not	sow,	
and	gathering	where	you	did	not	scatter'.		The	master's	actions	then	simply	
serve	to	demonstrate	the	accuracy	of	this	description.		But	we	know,	above	all	
through	Jesus,	that	God	is	generous	and	expresses	himself	through	the	
limitless	outpouring	of	love,	unreservedly	giving	us	far	more	than	we	deserve.		
Do	we	have	to	let	go	of	that	understanding	of	God	to	understand	the	parable?	
	

Well,	no,	and	it's	probably	important	that	we	don't.		We	are	being	driven	to	
think	out	what	really	matters,	and	here	the	point	is	that	those	who	win	the	



master's	approval	are	those	doing	what	they	are	asked	to	do.		Disengage	the	
master	in	the	parable	from	God,	and	think.		Just	think.		If	even	the	
unscrupulous	and	the	mean	can	do	that	in	the	world	as	it	is,	just	think	what	
might	come	to	pass	if	those	who	pray	'thy	Kingdom	come'	were	as	single-
minded,	obedient	and	committed.	
	

That's	worth	holding	in	our	minds	in	this	Kingdom	season,	as	we	approach	
the	feast	of	Christ	the	King	next	week.		Some	of	our	churches,	in	this	benefice	
as	elsewhere,	use	this	time	running	up	to	the	beginning	of	the	church's	year	
on	Advent	Sunday	for	the	reviewing	and	renewal	of	our	commitment	and	our	
giving	to	God's	work	through	the	Church.		It's	a	time	of	prayer	and	reflection,	
of	decision	and	offering.	

	

There	are	a	couple	of	misconceptions	about	this	process.		The	first	
misconception	is	that	it's	mainly	about	getting	people	to	cough	up	to	keep	the	
Church	going.		Of	course,	that's	important,	and	we	are	well	aware	that	
coronavirus	has	rendered	church	finances	even	more	fragile	than	they	usually	
are.			We	don't	want	to	be	the	generation	that	shuts	up	the	shop.													
	

But	actually,	and	even	more	importantly,	it's	really	about	our	own	attitudes	
and	response	to	God,	and	how	we	might	follow	Jesus	and	live	the	Christian	
life.		It's	about	deciding	what	is	really	important	to	us,	about	trusting	in	our	
creator	God,	through	whom	we	live	and,	like	everything	else	that	exists,	have	
our	being,	who	has	poured	out	his	great	love	into	the	gift	of	creation.	

	

And	it's	about	being	a	disciple	of	Jesus,	who	is	God-with-us	and	God-for-us,	
expressing	God's	infinite	merciful	generosity	to	us	and	calling	us	to	follow	
him.		That	following	entails	being	the	community	of	Jesus,	the	Body	of	Christ,	
and	being	built	up	and	nourished	in	that	body	by	the	worship	of	the	Church.	

	

Our	Christian	belief	is	that	all	that	we	are	and	all	that	we	have	comes	out	of	
the	grace,	the	sheer	givingness,	of	God,	and	what	we	do	with	all	that	we	have	
should	reflect	that	belief.		It	then	becomes	a	source	of	joy	and	celebration.		
That's	what	makes	good	Church,	putting	that	thankfulness	into	practice,	
becoming	a	Church	which	is	about	a	thankful	and	generous	way	of	life	(what	
could	be	more	attractive?),	which	communicates	hope	and	love	and	is	made	
up	of	joyful	people	who	remember	that	'God	loves	a	cheerful	giver'	(2	Cor	
9:7).		It's	all	about	being	the	Church.		We	are	the	Church	-	called	to	reflect	
God's	generosity.	



Which	brings	me	to	the	second	misconception,	which	is	that	it's	not	quite	nice	
to	talk	about	money	in	Church:	it	should	really	all	be	much	more	spiritual	than	
that.			Jesus	certainly	didn't	,	and	doesn't,	shy	away	from	the	subject,	and	
neither	should	we.			He	clearly	does	think	that	money	is	a	spiritual	subject.			
	

For	example,	here	in	the	Parable	of	the	Talents,	Jesus	focuses	on	the	handling	
of	money	by	three	individuals.		It's	a	clear	image	of	the	whole	of	life,	not	as	it	
should	be,	but	as	it	is.			In	a	few	sentences,	it	reveals	so	much	about	human	
nature,	about	us.		Jesus's	conclusion	may	well	have	been	very	shocking	to	his	
first	listeners,	but	it	is	the	world	as	it	is.		And	the	pun	is	appropriate:	a	talent	
is	not	just	a	sum	of	money.		It	signifies	work	and	skills	and	what	we	do	with	
what's	been	given	to	us.		

	

It	all	comes	back	to	our	attitude	to	life.		Jesus	said,	with	great	defining	insight:	
'Where	your	treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also.'		Our	part	is	to	take	that	
on	board,	to	think	and	pray	about	our	attitudes,	our	way	of	life	and	what	we	
do	with	what	we	have	been	given.		To	respond,	and	to	find	the	very	real	
liberation	that	making	that	response	generously	can	bring.	

Adrian	Mann	

			 	



Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches	
SERVICES	

We	are	sorry	-	under	the	terms	of	the	current	coronavirus	lockdown	public	
worship	 cannot	 take	 place	 in	 our	 churches.	 	Here	 are	 details	 of	 our	 Zoom	
gathering,	live-streamed	worship,	and	churches	open	for	private	prayer.	
	

CHURCH	ZOOM	GATHERING	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	our	Church	Zoom	Gathering		
at	11am	on	Sundays.				

To	do	so,	please	email	Claire	for	the	link	at			
	clairerose1953@gmail.com	

	

LIVE-STREAMED	WORSHIP	
The	Parish	Eucharist	from	St	John's	is	now	being	live-streamed		

every	Sunday	at	11am	on	Facebook		@StJohnsBSE	
Worship	from	St	George's	is	available	on	Facebook	on	Sunday	mornings	

@RevatSaintGeorges		
The	services	are	also	posted	onto	the	website		

www.northburychurches.org.uk		
	

OPEN	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYER	
St	John	the	Evangelist,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																			11am-3pm	daily				

Collection	point	available	for	donations	to	the	Gatehouse	foodbank	
St	Mary,	West	Stow																																																				9-10.30am	on	Wednesdays		

and	10-11am	on	1st	and	3rd	Sundays.	
For	access	at	other	times	please	contact		

Ian	Hobley	(01284	728745)	or	Paul	Luke	(01284	729654)	
All	Saints,	Bury	St	Edmunds								Sundays	2-4pm,	Wednesdays	10am-12noon	
Fornham	All	Saints																	 	 	 	 														open	every	Sunday	
St	Andrew,	Timworth																															contact	Alison	Pettitt	(01284	728379)	
St	Lawrence,	Lackford																														contact	Harry	Lidster	(01284	728876)	
Fornham	St	Martin																																					contact	Beryl	Dykes		(01284	704109)	

or	David	Yates	(01284	705157)	
St	George,	Bury	St	Edmunds							contact	the	Revd	Val	Gagen	(01284	361963)	
St	Mary,	Culford		&		St	Catherine,	Flempton																														

	contact	numbers	are	in	the	porch	



HUGH	BELSEY		
wins	the	prestigious	Berger	Prize		
for	his	definitive	book	on	Thomas	Gainsborough's	portraits	
	

Thomas	Gainsborough:	The	Portraits,	Fancy	
Pictures	and	Copies	after	Old	Masters	by	Hugh	
Belsey	has	been	announced	as	the	winner	of	
the	18th	annual	William	M	B	Berger	Prize	for	
British	Art	History.	
	
The	work	–	published	by	Yale	University	Press	
for	The	Paul	Mellon	Centre	for	Studies	in	
British	Art	–	saw	off	a	shortlist	including	works	
spanning	more	than	400	years	of	art	history,	
books	exploring	Roger	Fry,	Nicholas	Hilliard,	
Van	Gogh,	Edward	Lear	and	20th-century	
British	architects.	
	
The	judges'	comments	included:	
'A	magnificent	book.'				'Magisterial.'	

'Difficult	to	find	any	flaws	in	it,	a	magnum	opus.'					'Author	and	publisher	are	to	be	
congratulated.'				'It	brings	to	life	so	many	female	sitters,	who	have	now	been	given	
their	place	in	history	for	the	first	time.'		
	
The	annual	prize,	created	to	recognize	excellence	in	the	field	of	British	art	history,	was	
initiated	in	2001	by	the	Berger	Collection	Educational	Trust	(BCET)	and	The	British	Art	
Journal,	in	honour	of	the	late	American	collector	and	patron	William	M	B	Berger.		Since	
then,	the	Berger	Prize	has	become	recognized	as	the	most	respected	in	the	field.			A	
panel	of	seven	judges	assessed	all	the	works	and	picked	Hugh	Belsey	as	the	winner	of	
the	prize,	which	is	worth	£5000.			
	
Scholars	and	enthusiasts	alike	have	enjoyed	this	ambitious	two-volume	catalogue	
raisonné	of	Thomas	Gainsborough’s	portraits	and	copies	of	Old	Master	works.		The	
catalogue	contains	approximately	1,100	paintings,	including	nearly	200	works	newly	
attributed	to	the	British	master,	as	well	as	updated	information	about	his	subjects	and	
specially	commissioned	photography.			
	
Each	portrait	entry	includes	the	biography	of	the	sitter—including	several	newly	
identified—the	painting’s	provenance,	and	exhibitions	in	which	each	work	has	been	



shown.		Gainsborough’s	copies	after	Old	Masters,	painted	in	admiration	and	used	to	
assimilate	their	style	of	painting	into	his	own	work,	are	documented	here	as	well.			

Research	includes	in-depth	analysis	of	
newspaper	archives	and	other	printed	
material	to	establish	the	date	of	a	painting’s	
production,	chart	the	development	of	the	
artist’s	style,	and	assess	the	impression	the	
work	made	within	the	context	of	its	time.	

	
Katherine	M	B	Berger,	daughter	of	William	M	
B	Berger	and	Trustee	of	the	Berger	Collection	
Educational	Trust,	said,	“The	Berger	Collection	
Educational	Trust	was	established	with	the	
ethos	that	a	deeper	understanding	of	art	and	
history	will	provide	viewers	and	readers	with	
new	insights	into	the	world	and	themselves	–	
and	Hugh	Belsey’s	catalogue	raisonné	of	
Thomas	Gainsborough	perfectly	encapsulates	that.”																																						Hugh	Belsey	
	
Usually	the	winner	is	announced	at	an	event	in	London	during	December,	but	the	
global	pandemic	means	that	is	not	possible	in	2020,	and	so	this	year	the	Berger	Prize	is	
going	online.	There	will	be	an	online,	free-to-view	event	on	Tuesday	1	December	from	
6pm	(UK	time),	where	the	winning	work	will	be	celebrated	and	explored	with	a	panel	
discussion	/	Q&A.		Professor	Robin	Simon,	Editor,	The	British	Art	Journal,	said,	“It	is	a	
huge	shame	we	are	not	going	to	be	able	to	hold	a	physical	prize-giving	event	this	year,	
but	the	opportunity	to	hold	an	event	online	means	we	can	take	a	much	deeper	look	at	
our	winning	title	-	Thomas	Gainsborough:	The	Portraits,	Fancy	Pictures	and	Copies	after	
Old	Masters	-	and	also	share	this	experience	with	anyone	globally."	
	
Hugh	Belsey	MBE	lives	in	Bury	St	Edmunds	and	is	a	member	of	St	John's	PCC,	where	he	
chairs	the	Fabric	Committee.			An	art	historian,	he	is	the	acknowledged	authority	on	the	
work	of	Thomas	Gainsborough.		For	23	years	he	was	the	curator	of	Gainsborough's	
House	in	Sudbury,	during	which	time	the	collection	there	was	considerably	enhanced	
by	the	addition	of	notable	further	works	by	Gainsborough.			
	
Hugh	is	also	known	for	his	annual	lecture	series	on	British	art,	which	he	delivers	in	
different	East	Anglian	venues.		He	is	often	commissioned	to	write	catalogue	entries	for	
the	major	auction	houses	and	fine	art	dealers	on	especially	Thomas	Gainsborough,	and	
the	artist's	nephew	and	only	pupil	Gainsborough	Dupont.		As	the	recognised	authority	
on	the	works	of	Gainsborough,	he	has	appeared	on	television	programmes	such	as	
Fake	or	Fortune?	and	Lost	Masterpieces.	

	



REMEMBRANCE	SUNDAY	IN	THE	BENEFICE	

				 	

Philip	and	Val	Gagen	at	Flempton	War	Memorial	
	

	
	

Fornham	All	Saints	Church																																																																																				November	2020	
		

The	new	altar	cloth	was	commissioned	by	the	late	Teresa	Goodenough	
and	created	by	Linda	Elmes.	



Lockdown	1917	

What’s	that	you	say,	you	‘share	my	pain’?	

Just	face	it,	mate,	it’s	not	the	same.	

Three	years	since	I	saw	Dad	and	Mum,	

My	only	pal	a	trench-sick	chum,	

Who’d	like	as	not	‘ud	lose	his	head	

To	sniper’s	shot,	or	fear	instead.		

You	say	you’ve	lost	your	‘social	life’.	

Those	words	don’t	fit	with	‘bloody	strife’	–		

A	lukewarm	mug	while	bullets	whine,	

No	urge	to	chat,	or	even	time	

To	sit	at	meals	and	laugh	and	joke,	

Our	only	treat’s	a	rolled-up	smoke	

In	trembling	fingers	back	at	Base,	

Till	summoned	once	again	to	face	

Guns,	barbed	wire,	grenades	and	more	–		

Destructive	carnage	of	–	Our	War!	

For	Remembrance	Day	2020																																																								Gillian	Grinham	



	
	
	

The	Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Team	Ministry	
has	a	vacancy	for	a	

Communications	and	Bookings	
Co-ordinator	

to	enhance	communications	and	provide	administrative	support		
for	the	ten	parishes	that	make	up	the	team.	

	

The	role	is	for	15	hours	per	week	
with	an	annual	salary	of	£7,800.	

	

Previous	administration	experience	with	excellent	verbal	and	
written	communication	skills	are	essential	as	well	as	good	IT	

knowledge	including	some	web-editing	experience.	
	

The	position	is	based	at	All	Saints’	Church,	Bury	St	Edmunds,	but	
some	travel	to	the	other	churches	may	be	necessary.	

	

Please	apply	to	Astreas013@gmail.com			
for	a	full	job	description	and	application	form.		
Deadline	for	responses	is	30th	November.	

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people	which		
you	can	submit	(with	permission)	as	an	email	attachment?		

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome	and	can	include		
photographs	and	illustrations.		Please	send	them	to	Adrian	Mann:				

adrian.mann@btinternet.com	


