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Welcome	to	the	Twelfth	Sunday	after	Trinity	edition	of	the	Viral	Bulletin.			
Please	forward	this	to	anyone	you	know	who	might	not	be	in	our	Google	group.		

For	links	to	information	and	worship	during	the	coronavirus	restrictions		
please	visit:		www.northburychurches.org.uk				
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Twelfth	Sunday	after	Trinity		
Jeremiah	15.15-21			Matthew	16.21-28 
	

								‘Get	behind	me,	Satan!’				This	has	been,	and	perhaps	still	is,	a	well-known	
saying	in	our	language.		It	has	shock	value,	as	it	did	in	that	original	event;		it	is	
confrontational.		 It	 is	 more	 shocking	 when	 the	 reproof	 is	 for	 something	
apparently	reasonable.			Peter	wants	an	avoidance	of	suffering	and	death	for	
his	beloved	master	–	who	now	 turns	on	him.			The	whole	group	of	disciples	
would	 be	 bewildered	 and	 disturbed.			 The	 text	 puts	 this	 just	 after	 Peter’s	
acknowledgement	of	Jesus	as	the	Christ,	and	receiving	praise	for	it.	
		

										 But	 the	 idea	 of	 ‘Christ’	 then	 meant	 victorious	 leadership	 (God-
sanctioned)	 and	 success	 as	 the	 world	 would	 see	 it.		 Jesus	 understood	 very	
differently	what	 the	God-sent	Christ	 (or	Messiah)	must	do,	must	go	 through	
and	 not	 avoid.		 His	 only	 real	 support,	 like	 the	 prophets	 before	 him	 (and	
Jeremiah	in	the	passage	set)	had	to	be	from	prayer.	
		

											 Peter,	 the	 spokesman	and	 leader-to-be,	had	no	 idea	of	what	would	be	
required	of	him	and	the	others.		He	is	not,	though,	the	disciple	that	Jesus	was	
to	 say	 ‘had	a	devil’.		The	accusation	of	being	 ‘Satan’	means	essentially	being	
the	adversary,	the	stumbling-block,	as	well	as	the	tester	or	tempter	and	here	
opposing	 the	 will	 of	 God.		 Disappointingly,	 Peter	 was	 showing	 no	
development	beyond	the	usual	worldly	view	of	things.	
		

											This	view	is	all	around	us,	the	desire	for	success,	prosperity	and	length	
of	 life	 to	 enjoy	 worldly	 things	 without	 appreciating	 any	 underlying	
significance	in	gift,	blessing	–	or	sacrifice.		This	spiritual	dimension	is	strong	
in	the	Old	Testament,	though	its	loss	is	known.		In	the	Wisdom	literature	the	
ungodly	say:		‘Let	us	fill	ourselves	with	costly	wine	and	ointments,	and	let	no	
flower	of	the	spring	pass	by	us.		Let	us	crown	ourselves	with	rosebuds	before	
they	be	withered’.		In	other	words:		‘Eat,	drink	and	be	merry,	for	tomorrow	we	
die.’				Death	is	often	seen	as	failure,	especially	in	medical	circles,	but	it	comes	
to	 us	 all	 and	 does	 not	mean	 that	we	 universally	 fail.			 Christ’s	 death	 on	 the	
cross	was	to	make	the	greatest	possible	achievement	for	humanity,		and	give	
the	greatest	hope.				
		

													Today’s	reading	gives	Jesus’	first	prediction	in	the	Gospel	of	his	coming	
Passion	and	death.		It	is	the	whole	point	of	the	Gospel	story	and	teaching	that	



from	 Christ’s	 death	 comes	 new	 life,	 the	 revealing	 of	 a	 life	 with	 eternal	
quality.		The	gate	is	open	for	those	who	follow,	for	those	who	have	learned	to	
love	 God	 more	 than	 themselves,	 and	 who	 are	 prepared	 to	 give	 up	 their	
greatest	possession,	 their	 life.		 ‘What	 shall	 a	man	give	 in	 return	 for	his	 life?’	
was	a	proverb.				There	are	other	references	in	this	Gospel	to	the	Son	of	Man	
sending	 his	 angels	 to	 dispose	 of	 the	 world’s	 evils	 and	 to	 welcome	 the	
righteous.	
		

														We	constantly	rejoice	in	the	Communion	of	Saints,	the	vast	company	of	
the	faithful	departed,	many	of	whom	gave	their	lives	in	martyrdom,	and	are	a	
perpetual	 encouragement	 and	 strength	 to	 those	 bearing	 today’s	 grievous	
troubles	in	the	world.		Above	all	we	give	thanks	and	praise	to	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ	for	giving	us	a	glimpse	of	the	true	Kingdom,	for	the	means	of	grace	and	
the	hope	of	glory.	

Marianne	Atkinson	
___________________________________________________________________	

Please	pray	for	Miriam	...	

	
...	as	she	prepares	for	her	ordination	to	the	priesthood.	

__________________________________________________	

 

Please pray for all those to be ordained this Trinity 13, and among them 

                   Miriam May Webb 

                                     To be made priest by 

             Martin, Bishop of Saint Edmundsbury and Ipswich, 

            In his Cathedral Church of St James, Bury St Edmunds on     
                      Sunday 6th September at 12.00 noon. 

Pray also for the Clergy and people of the Lark Valley and North Bury 
Team ministry with whom Miriam will continue to serve. Also, for her first 
celebration of the Eucharist on Thursday 10 September, 09.30am at All 
Saints Church, Park Road, Bury St Edmunds. 



Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches	

SERVICES	THIS	WEEK	
Sunday	30th	August		
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(BCP)																					All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am			 Parish	Communion	(CW)																			St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
10.00am	 Benefice	Eucharist	(CW)																																								Fornham	St	Martin	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																													St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Wednesday	2nd	September			
		5.30pm	 Evening	Prayer																																					St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds			
		6.00pm		 Eucharist	(Walsingham	Cell)																		St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Thursday	3rd	September		
		9.30am		 Holy	Communion	(BCP)																								All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Friday	4th	September			
		7.30am		 Eucharist	(CW)																																										St	John's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
Sunday	6th	September	
		9.00am		 Parish	Communion	(CW)																						All	Saints',	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am			 Parish	Communion	(CW)																			St	George's,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
		9.30am	 Holy	Communion	(BCP)	 	 	 	 																				Timworth	
10.00am	 worship@fornham																																																	Fornham	All	Saints	
10.00am	 Family	Communion	(CW)	 	 	 	 	 								West	Stow	
11.00am	 Parish	Eucharist	(CW)																													St	John’s,	Bury	St	Edmunds	
	

CHURCH	ZOOM	GATHERING	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	our	Church	Zoom	gathering	at	11am	on	Sundays.				

To	do	so,	please	email	Claire	for	the	link	at		clairerose1953@gmail.com	
	

OPEN	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYER	
St	John	the	Evangelist,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																																			12noon-4pm	daily	
St	Mary,	West	Stow																	8.45-10.45am	on	Wednesdays	and	9.15-11.15am	on	1st	and	3rd	Sundays.	

For	access	at	other	times	please	contact	Ian	Hobley	(01284	728745)	or	Paul	Luke	(01284	729654)	
Fornham	All	Saints																 	 	 	 	 	 	 				open	every	day	
St	Andrew,	Timworth																																																		contact	Alison	Pettitt	(01284	728379)	
St	Lawrence,	Lackford																																																		contact	Harry	Lidster	(01284	728876)	
Fornham	St	Martin	contact	Beryl	Dykes		(01284	704109)	or	David	Yates	(01284	705157)	
St	George,	Bury	St	Edmunds																											contact	the	Revd	Val	Gagen	(01284	361963)	
All	Saints,	Bury	St	Edmunds																																																																			open	for	worship	only		
St	Mary,	Culford	and		St	Catherine,	Flempton		

remain	closed	at	present	-	contact	numbers	are	in	the	porch	



ECO	CHURCH		Bury	St	Edmunds	Swift	Group	
	
The	Group	formed	in	April,	when	Edward	
Jackson	from	Save	our	Suffolk	Swifts	gave	
an	online	talk	(available	here).		At	present	
the	group	is	an	informal	organisation	of	
swift	fans	on	a	mailing	list.	When	it's	
possible	to	meet	face	to	face	we	can	get	
together	and	plan	how	best	to	help	retain	
and	grow	Bury's	swift	population.	
	
At	the	end	of	May,	Simon	Evans	(shown	in	
the	photograph	by	Nick	Upton,	below	left,	
ringing	a	young	swift)	gave	an	online	talk	
on	his	work	monitoring	swifts	in	and	
around	Bury,	which	featured	the	project	to	
install	nest	boxes	in	St	John's	Church	tower.		The	recording	of	that	talk	is	here.	
	

Both	Simon	and	Edward	spoke	about	the	need	to	
support	swifts	by	providing	new	nesting	sites,	and	
this	is	something	we	can	be	getting	on	with	over	the	
winter	and	spring.		Group	members	have	identified	
the	Norman	Tower,	St	Mary's	tower,	Greene	King	and	
the	Abbeygate	Cinema	as	potential	nesting	sites.		
	
Most	of	Bury's	swifts	are	now	well	on	their	way	back	
to	Equatorial	Africa	for	the	winter.		What	an	epic	
journey	for	any	living	thing,	let	alone	a	newly	fledged	
bird!				
	
Swifts	leave	Europe	as	soon	as	they	have	bred.	The	
Northern-most	birds,	arriving	last,	will	leave	last.	
London's	birds	are	on	their	way	in	early	August,	with	

the	last	leaving	by	the	middle	of	the	month.	Further	South,	the	birds	leave	even	
earlier	(they	leave	the	Middle	East	by	June).	Those	last	to	leave	Europe	will	still	be	
crossing	the	desert	in	November.		[Source:	Swift	Conservation]	
	
Please	get	in	touch	if	you	have	any	news	to	report	or	information	to	share.																											
If	you	would	like	to	be	on	the	Bury	St	Edmunds	Swift	Group	mailing	list,																							
the	sign	up	link	is		https://bseswiftgroup.us8.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=c7484f35db81d5c031847eb27&id=f8b592be99	
	

	Libby	Ranzetta   email: bseswiftgroup@gmail.com	

 

 



Iraqi	Prime	Minister	urges		
Christians	to	return	

 

A	report		
from	the	Foundation	for	Relief	and	Reconciliation	in	the	Middle	East	(FRRME)	

The	 Iraqi	 Prime	Minister,	Mustafa	Al-Kadhimi,	 has	 called	 for	 the	 return	of	 Iraqi	
Christians	who	had	fled	their	homeland.		He	made	this	appeal	especially	because	
of	the	defeat	of	 ISIS.	 	In	a	 remarkable	 statement	 the	Prime	Minister	described	
Christians	as	"the	original	children	of	the	country".		Christians	have	indeed	been	
in	Iraq	for	nearly	2,000	years,	far	longer	than	in	the	UK	for	example.	 	 Islam	only	
came	to	the	region	now	known	as	Iraq	some	600	years	later.	
	

	The	Iraqi	Prime	Minister	met	with	the	Chaldean	Catholic	Patriach	Louis	Sako	and	
various	 Bishops	 in	 Baghdad.	 He	 assured	 them	 that	 “Iraq	 is	 the	 country	 for	
everyone”	and	pledged	that	“everyone	is	a	partner	in	building	the	future	of	Iraq”.	
Al-Kadhimi	 is	the	fourth	Prime	Minister	since	2005	and	a	former	Director	of	the	
Iraqi	National	Intelligence	Service.		He	returned	to	Iraq	himself	after	years	of	self-
imposed	exile,	having	lived	in	the	USA	and	UK	during	part	of	the	Saddam	Hussein	
regime.	
	

Al-Kadhimi	said	 in	his	statement,	“We	are	serious	about	providing	assistance	to	
our	Christian	families	and	solving	their	problems.	We	are	glad	that	Christians	will	
return	to	Iraq	and	contribute	to	its	reconstruction.	Iraqis	of	all	sects	are	yearning	
for	a	new	Iraq	that	believes	in	peace	and	rejects	violence.”	
	

Patriarch	 Sako	 said	 “Christians	 are	 proud	 of	 their	 Iraqi	 identity,	 and	 they	 feel	
more	 reassured,	 in	 light	 of	 the	 serious	 handling	 of	 the	 Al-Kadhimi	 government	
with	the	Christian	file.”		Interestingly	in	October	2014,	Sako	suspended	10	priests	
that	fled	Iraq	after	they	refused	an	order	to	return	to	the	country.	
	

But	will	traumatised	Christians	return?	
	
We	 wonder	 how	many	 of	 those	 who	 fled	 Iraq	 will	 return.	 	 120	 Iraqi	 Christian	
refugees	 at	 a	 church	 meeting	 in	 Jordan	 were	 asked	 for	 a	 show	 of	 hands	 to	
indicate	if	they	would	ever	consider	going	back	to	Iraq.		Not	one	hand	was	raised.		
One	 woman	 shouted	 out	 in	 English	 "Never".	 	 Our	 experience	 in	 working	 with	
nearly	8,000	of	these	Christians	is	that	the	mental	wounds	run	deep.	



Imagine	 if	 you	 and	 your	 family	 had	 to	 flee	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 night	 from	 a	
murderous	terrorist	army.	 Imagine	 losing	everything	except	the	clothes	on	your	
back.	 Imagine	 your	 home	 destroyed	 and	 all	 your	 possessions	 stolen.	 Imagine	
losing	your	husband,	wife,	son	or	daughter	to	the	violence	of	ISIS.			
	
Would	you	go	back?	
	

    
	

Above	left:	The	toppled	bell	tower	of	the	Church	of	the	Immaculate	Conception,	Qaraqosh	
Above	right:	One	of	many	churches	which	was	desecrated	and	burnt	by	ISIS	
	
Some	 have.	 And	 FRRME	 supports	 them	 by	 providing	 jobs	 and	 new	 businesses	
through	 our	 Nineveh	 SEED	 employment	 projects,	 because	 they	 said,	“How	 can	
we	 return	when	 there	 are	 no	 jobs?”	 	 But	we	 also	 support	 those	who	 fled	 the	
country.		If	any	choose	to	return	we	will	give	them	every	assistance	possible.	
	

Our	approach	is	to	stand	with	these	dear	people	whether	they	decide	to	return	to	
the	 troubled	 land	 of	 their	 birth	 or	 to	 remain	 as	 refugees	 in	 Jordan.		What	 a	
choice!	
	

As	Christians	we	cannot	understand	all	 that	happens	to	us,	but	we	can	ask	God	
for	wisdom	in	making	such	life-changing	choices.		We	can	also	seek	to	live	by	the	
words	of	Proverbs	3	v	5-6	‘Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	heart,	lean	not	on	your	
own	 understanding.	 In	 all	 your	ways	 acknowledge	 Him	 and	He	will	 direct	 your	
paths.’	
	

Mike	Simpson	
	Chief	Executive	Officer	FRRME	

The	Foundation	for	Relief	and	Reconcilation	in	the	Middle	East	(FRRME)	
is	changing	its	working	title	to	MOSAIC	MIDDLE	EAST	-	visit	www.mosaicmiddleeast.org	



	

SUFFOLK	HISTORIC	
CHURCHES	TRUST	
	

The	2020	Ride	and	Stride			
goes	ahead	on	Saturday,	
12	September	2020.											
	
	

If	you	are	finding	it	difficult	to	knock	on	doors	for	sponsorship	this	year,	it	is	easy	to	set	up	your	
own	online	JustGiving	page	and	you	can	then	provide	your	potential	sponsors	with	the	
JustGiving	link.			Enter	the	SHCT	JustGiving	site	here,	either	sign	in	to	your	JustGiving	account	
or	set	up	a	new	account,	then	select	“Fundraise	for	us”,	then	“Taking	part	in	an	event”.			By	
choosing	“Suffolk	Churches	Ride	and	Stride	2020”	from	the	list	you	will	then	be	able	to	set	up	
your	own	collection	page	and	you	will	get	a	link	you	can	forward	to	your	friends	and	family	by	
email,	Facebook	or	Twitter.			
Please	ensure	that	you	write	on	your	JustGiving	page,	either	in	the	“What	I’m	doing	and	
why”	box	or	in	the	“My	Story”	box,	which	church	or	chapel	you	would	like	your	sponsorship	
money	to	benefit.	
	

The	churches	have	never	needed	our	help	more	than	this	year,	so	please	support	this	free	
annual	event.		Half	your	sponsor	money	will	go	to	the	Trust	to	be	given	in	grants	for	church	
repairs,	and	half	will	go	to	the	church	of	your	choosing.		If	‘your’	church	doesn’t	have	its	usual	
cyclist/walker,	do	please	find	someone	at	one	of	our	other	churches	who	is	planning	to	take	
part,	and	sponsor	them.	
If	you	are	planning	to	take	part,	pass	your	contact	details	to	the	Viral	Bulletin	so	that	they	
can	be	published	and	potential	sponsors	encouraged	to	contact	you.	
	

*	There	will	be	cyclists	from	Fornham	All	Saints		-	John	Grinham	plans	to	cycle	for	what	
he	thinks	will	be	for	the	33rd	year	with	one	year	off,	and	members	of	the	Hurrell	and	
Stocking	family	will	also	be	cycling.		Sponsorship	would	be	appreciated.		The	church,	
John	hopes,	will	also	be	open	but	there	cannot	be	any	refreshments.	
	

Who	is	cycling	from	other	Lark	Valley	and	North	Bury	Churches?		
Please	let	us	know	at	adrian.mann@btinternet.com	

_______________________________________________________________________	

DO	YOU	HAVE	any	photos	of	your	church	and	people	which		
you	can	submit	(with	permission)	as	an	email	attachment?		

Items	for	the	VIRAL	BULLETIN	are	very	welcome		
and	can	include	photographs	and	illustrations.			

Please	send	them	to	Adrian	Mann:				
adrian.mann@btinternet.com	

 


